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OUR Majeſty's vigilant and 
tender Care in promoting the 
7 Proſperity and Happineſs of all 
Z Your People, and the ſurpriſing Wiſdom 
that ſhines through all Your Counſels 


and Actions, gives the meaneſt of Your 


Subjects Encouragement to lay before 


our Majeſty, with all poſſible Sub- 


miſſion, the few following Sheets 
which relate to the chief Support o 
the Riches of England, and the Inlarge- 
ment of Your Majeſty's Revenue; 
which you apply with ſuch Wiſdom, 
Bounty, and Goodneſs, to the Univer- 
7 ſal Welfare of your Subjects. 
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Gratitude and. Satis lagiqn, how ear- 
* and cordially y jt Mey did v. 


eure? 


Your Majeſty's Wiſe and dae. e 
Caution Vid at that time call up, in the 
Minds of all thinking Engliſhmen, a juſt 


Senſe of. the pernicious = | F 
va 


of that Practice, and of the 
Fee ol Preventing ir. 55 


And itis in purſuance of the ſame, 
hl I preſurne to lay before yaur Ma- 
jeſty, an Account of the Meaſures hi- 
therto concerted for Prevetiting that | 
fraudulent Expartation, and a Scheme | 
of ſuch further Proviſions as may ren- | 
der the Prevention more effectual, | 


If the Scheme here ritpdfed be found | 
improper, Your Majeſty's happy Sub- 
jects have no room to doubt, but Vour 
Loyal and Wiſe Senators will by Your ' 


Majeſty” S Direction and Advice, con- 
cert 


The Dedication. 
: cert ſuch other Meaſures as may effe- 
| | g oaly compaſs the End propoſed. 


In -_ mean tile, 1 humbly 

ho Props of- this 1 

ureſs ſtly⸗ ray for th Jong 

He ontinuarice eh 15 Which is ſo 
dear and neceſſary, not only to Your 
Subjects, but to all Europe: And ac- 
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HE Preſervation of the Woollen Manufa- 
Cture being of | the greateſt Importance to 

| England, i preſumed a juſt Repreſentation 
of the preſent State of it will not be unacceptable to 
the Publick, Tis but too #60 manifeſt that the true 
Intereſt of the Mollen Manufacture is not purſued 


with due diligence and Care: And I think I have 


here made it to appear that the proper Meaſures are 
not yet fallen upon, for promoting and preſerving it 
by the effectual preventing the Exportation of Wool, 
and adjuſting the right ſtate of the Manufactury. 
Some perhaps are not duly aware of the pernicious 


\ Conſequences of its Decay, and the vaſt Advantages 


its Preſervation * And for their Information I 
hade here ſet forth what à great ſhare it bears both 
in the Maintenance of the Poor, and in moſt Branches 
of our Foreign Trade: And on the other hand, how 
far the Decay tends to the Ruine of the. People of 
England in all Stations, as well as leſſening of the 
Revenue of the Crown: | * 
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en their own Hands, and weaken us in the moſt 


The Preface 
2 That this may be ſet in a clear light, I have ſpewn 
ebe ineſtimable value of our Wool, in proportion 1d 
4A. oc bers; and have by particular and juſt Cnleula- 
= tons, ſhewn how, at what Charge, and by how many 
Hands, all the diſtintt Species of it are made into va- 
rious uſeful, and indeed, neceſſary Commodities; 
without the Manufacturing of which, the ballance of 
Trade muſt fink, the Revenue of the Crown muſt fal, 
and the Poor be left for abarden upon the Rich, © 
8 (Theſe things: premiſed, I ſubjoyn a ſbert Narra- 
tive of the Baud and clandeſtine Plots uſed in car- 
Hing on the Ex portation of our Wool ; which Ihe 
to be the neceſſary Cauſe of all the Inconveniences a. 
bove mentioned. By the Hiſtory of theſe Frauds, the 
XZ Reader will perceive how Induſtrious our Enemies 
are in fa vouring the Exportation, in order to ps n. | 
en- 
fible manner; and withal how unnaturally our own 
= fellow subject Conſpire to the ruine of their Na- 
tive Country. Z ES 
In the next place, I give a ſhort view of the ſoye- 
ral Endeavours that have hitherto been uſed to pre- 
| vent the Exportation of Wool; and ſhew how they came 
to be uneſfedtu all. 1 
And that which concludes the Diſcourſe, is 4 
Scheme of Propoſals for the more effeftual purſuit of 
that ſervice, and for redreſſing ſome deficiences that 
Have lately crept into the Manufacture of Cloth, 

If have done Fuſtice to theſe Heads, I hope the 
Reader will acknowledge the performance is not un- 
ſeaſonable, now the Parliament is ſitting, and the 

Queen 2 in a late Seſſions ſo earneſtly recom. - 
mended to both Houſes the concerting of further 
meaſures for preventing the Exportation of Wool. 

The opportunity F have had of a Thorough ac- 
quaintance with this Subject both in a private Capa- 
«ty in Blackwell Hall, and in the diſcharge of a 

5 public 
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The Preface. 
publiok, Commiſſion from the Government; may in 


ſome. meaſure Apoligize for the preſumption of thus 


appearing in publick, TR ny 
Tho F have the Mortification to ſee my ſervices 


to the Publick, accompanied with the ruine of my 
private Fortune: I have ſtill the pleaſure to call 
10 Mind, that the ſervices I have done in preventing 


the Exportation of Wool, are of no ſmall Impor- 


tanee to the Publick, and that my Teal in purſuit of 
that ſervice,has animatedotherstojoyn a helping hand. 


Jam ſo far from being diſcouraged by the private 
laſſes..T have thereby ſuſtained, that if I were nom 


Fully reimburs d, I would employ it all again in the. 


ſame ſervice, 


] can without Vanity ſay, that what I then did, 


and what I now write, is ſincerely and only meant for 


the benefit of the Trading People of England, eſpeci- 


ally thoſe concerned inthe Moollen Manufattary, and 


in a particular manner my Country-Men in the Coun- 
ty of Gloceſter, to whom I was a Factor more. then 


* 


Thirty Tears. 


IT could add many ether things relating to my con- 


eern in the Moollen Manufacture; but theſe being too 


particular for the Cognizance of the Publick, I fer- 


bear: And ſo leave the enſuing Treatiſe to the per- 


_ wal of all, who wiſh well te their Ceuntry. 
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; [Preſent State of the Cloathing 
Trade in Bg 


NGL 4 ND enjoys the peculi- 


duct, that the Great and Judici- 


38 valuable to us, as the Mines 'of Mexico 


and Pera to the Spaniards, I mean, our 
WOOL; the value of which was well known 


to our. "Anceſtors, who term'd it the Flow- 
er of the Crown, the Dowry of the King- 


dom, the chief Revenue of the King, &c. 


If we had but the Prudence to reſerve 
this Precious Commodity to our ſelves, and 
improye it to the beſt Advantage, We might 
ſoon make England the glory of che World, 
aq not only retrieve. our once fouriſhing 

oe ES Trade 
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ar Happineſs of a Native Pro- 


ous Sir Malter Rawleiob, reckoned 
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Trade abroad, but enlarge the Revenne 


of the Crown :very conſiderably, and make 


a plentiful and uſeful Proviſion for our 
Poor at home, as well as raiſe the Price 
and Benefit of Wool to the Gro wer. 

The Wool of France and Holland is of 
that nature and quality that *twill not make 
Cloath or Stuffs, for Ornament or Service, 


without a mixture of ours with it. The 


Conſequence of which is, that if we would 
ſecure our Wool at Home, and reſerve it 


to be wrought up in our own Manufactures, 
would lodge an abſolute conſtraint upon 


Foreigners to furniſh themſelves with 
Cloth and Stuffs from us. Now this oc- 
caſioning a greater vent of our Woolen 


Manufacture, will likewiſe occaſion a great- 


er demand for Wool, and conſequently 
heightenthe Price, by which means the Grow- 
er is particularly a gainer. And the be- 
nefit redounding from thence to the Poor 
is very manifeſt; for this additional Branch 
of Export, would Employ many Hundreds 
of Thonſands of Poor that now lie Idle. 


On the other hand, let us conſider. the loſs | 


we ſuſtainin ſuffering our Wool to be Expor- 
ted. We thereby not only looſe the Ad- 
vantage now. mention'd, but ſuffer yet more 
by Strengthening the Hands of our E- 
nemies and Rivals; for one Pack of Engliſh 
Wool, will make up two of French Wool, 


| and ſo produce a treble quantity of Wool- 
en Manufacture, by which the French ſup- 
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639 
ply. both themſelves and Foreign Markets, 


to the great detriment of England, and the 
manifeſt promoting of the Intereſt of France. 


Twere eaſy to make out the advantage 


Jof keeping our Wool at home, by enume- 
rating the profits ariſing from thence, not 
only to the Breeder of the Sheep that bear 
it, but to the reſpective Trades-Men em- 
ployed in the Working of it into various 


Commodities, as Cloth of all kinds, Sar- 


ges, Stuffs, Bays, Kerſeys, Sayes, Perriſto- 


nes, Perpetuanhs, Stockins Rugs, Blankets, 
Hats, Cc. I could ſhe that the keeping of our 
Wool at home would encourage and oblige us 
to breed more Sheep, for then the French 
and Dutch Wool, being rendred uſeleſs for 


want of ours to mix with it, all the Cloth 


now made by the French and Dutch of one 
third Engliſ Wool mixed with two thirds 
of their's, would then be all made here of 
ours dene, , b 

The Advantages ariſing from this en- 
creaſe of Sheep, are made to appear with 
equal facility. The Butcher will be a gain- 
er both by the Carcaſe, and the Skin; the 
Felmonger Reaps a profit, not only by 
the Wool he takes off, but by the Skin 
when Tann'd into Leather, for the uſe of 


the Glover, G. *T were eaſy. I ſay, to 
run out into theſe conſiderations, which in 
themſelves are very material: But tis ſuf- 
ficient, for my purpoſe, to ſhew the ineſti- 


Mable value of our Wool, with reference 
. to 


lated for all the Seaſons of the Year and 

all the different Climates of the World. 
This I propoſe to do by ſhewing in the 

firſt place, what loſs the Exportation of 


our Wool is to the poor of England, and con- 


ſequently to the whole Nation. Secondly, 
how far it ſinks the Revenue of the Crown: 
And Thirdly, in what meaſure it affects the 
the General Foreign Trade of England in 
all its Branches. This done, I ſubjoin a 
ſhore Narrative of the Frauds and clan- 
deſtine Plot us*d in carrying on the Ex- 
portation, and of the Endeavours us'd 
hitherto to prevent it: With a ſhort 
Scheme of propoſals for the more 
effectual purſuit of that Service. | 
To begin with the Firſt. The Poor of 
this Nation are of two ſorts, or kinds, v:z.the 
Aged and Impotent, that are not able by 


labour to maintain themſelves; and ſuch as 


are able to Work; and this latter is the 


moſt material to be conſidered as moſt 


beneficial. 

As for the Relief of the Impotent Poor, 

the Laws have provided Remedies, by charg- 

ing the Inhabitants in the reſpective Pari- 

ſhes. Not to mention the Statutes made os 
| . 


3 
to the particular Loſſes we ſuſtain in part- 
ing with it, and the direct benefit we reap from | 
it, when kept in the ſeveral Species and 

and Branches of our Manufactures, from the 
thickeſt Drab to the thineſt Crape; calcu- 


4 the Reign of Queen Elix abeth, which have taken 
if ſpecial care of the due Employment of 


6 


Gifts to Charitable uſes, and to the 


| Erecting of Hoſpitals. Now, as to ſuch 
as we term Idle Perſons, it is difficult to 


e, ſo as to determine; for ſome are 


ud 
Frog want of ſuch Work as they are a- 
ble to do, or for want of ſuch Wages as 


might give them a reaſonable Support; and 
many there are that would Work if 
they might, tho* at low Wages: A poor 
Man and his Wife may have 4 or 5 Chil- 
dren, 2 of them able to Work, and 


z not able, and the Father and Mother not 


able to maintain themſelves and Families in 
Meat, Drink, Cloaths, and Houſe Rent, 
under 10 . a Week, which amounts to 
26, Pound per Annum. Now if there were 
40 ſuch Families in a Pariſh, and they liv- 
ed upon what was only Collected by Rates, 
it would riſe to above 800 J. per Annum, 


which in many Pariſhes exceeds the yearly 


valueof. their Lands; and theſe Poor if not 
kept to Work, muſt live by Begging or Steal- 
ing, orelſe Starve. So that in the ſtate that 
things are now, our Fopulouſneſs which is a 
Bleſſing to any Kingdom, becomes the Bur- 
den of it, by breeding up whole Families 
in a Trade of Idleneſs, as Thieveing, Beg- 
ging, and other unbecoming ways of liv- 
ing which in time may Eat out the Heart 


| of the Kingdom. Now what loſs does 


England ſuſtain by looſing the Wool, which 
; "FI in 


(6) 
in being Manufactured amongſt our ſelves, 
would be a ſufficient Employment for 5 
our Poor of all kinds, both Men, Women 
and Children; who might get a livelihood 
better than by Begging or Stealing Cc. 


and become profitable to the place in which I 
they inhabit; and thereby Profaneneſs, Im- | J 
morality, and Debanchery, the natural 1 


effects of Slothfulneſs, would be diſcouraged, 
and Mony Circulate in Trade, and not in 
Stock- Jobbing and other practiſes prejudi- 
cial to Trade, Cc. 8 
To form an Eſtimate of the loſs accru- 
ing to the Poor by ihe Exportation of Wool, 4 
*twill be of uſe, to compute the Charges of T 
Combing, Carding, Spinning, Knitring, 5 
Dying, and Preſſing, TWO Pound or leſs K. 
of our fineſt Comb'd Wool, with ſome o- *. 
ther incident Charges, for theſe charges go- 3 
ing out of the Pocket of the Undertaker, L. 
come into the pocket of the Poor which he 
Employs : And the Exportation of the Wool 
without this Manufacture, is ſo much neat 
loſs to the Poor, and indeed to the whole 


Kingdom. 


. 

The Combing, Oil, and Soap, oo oz oo 
This will produce Twenty? | 

Ounces, The Spinning 8 oo Oo o 
= which will Coft- — — 25 = 

Doubling and Throwing— 00 01 21 3 

FL The 
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The Worſted thus made will 
make Five pair of Hoſe, 

worth 5 ſhilling a pair Knit- 
ting. — — — 
The Dying of the Hoſe JT 
into Scarlet —— 


Triming and Preſſing ———- OO 


The Niles comb'd out of 
this Wool, will be 12 >. 
Ounces, which. is fit to Y 
make fine Drugets, or 7 o 
mill'd Stockings, worth N 
Sa per Pound. This I count 
The Carding and Spinning 
of that into Yarn — | 
Doubling and Throwing it oo 
Kaitting this intoa pair of Hoſe 00 
Milling, and Shearing theſe Hoſe oo 


06 


or Scarlet colour 


O00 c 


0 


o 
Oo 
00 


01 
Dying them into a Crimſon | 
OO 


Gt 


ys Total o2 03 og 
Here I take no notice of the profits of 
the Wool-comber, Stocking ſeller, and o- 
ther Trades; the abovementioned account 
being a ſufficient inſtance of the loſs the 
Poor ſuſtain by the Exportation of rough 
Wool: For by this Calculation, every Two 
Pound of rough Wool Exported, is Two 
Pound Seven Shillings and Sixpence loſs to 


B 4 


the Poor, and in regard every Pack of Wool 


* . 2 wo - p ps on I * * K * 5 6 . - 
o \ 2 * y 


is 240 Pound in weight, *twill follow that 
the working of a Pack of Wool within 
the Kingdom, gives the Poor an op- 
portunity of Earning 264. 10 ſhillipgs, and ſo 
much do they looſe in Workmanſhip, by 
the Exportation of every Pack of rough 
combing Wool. 

Now if we do but reckon up how ma- 
ny Hundreds of Packs, are clandeſtinely 
Ship'd off to France in one Year; what 
a vaſt Sum of Loſſes muſt be ſet down to 
the Poor, over and above all the additional 
Advantages arifing to our Enemies and Ri- 
vals, by the ſaid Exportation of our Sta- 
ple Commodity, and the deplorable evil 
conſequences of it with reference to Fo- 
reign Trade, 
- The foregoing computation relates to our 
fineſt combing Wool: But conſidering that 
there is a much greater quantity of our 
hort cloathing Wool, Exported every 
Lear, inſomuch that Forty Thouſand Packs 
of it have been computed to be landed in 
the ſeveral Ports of France (alone) in one 
Year, from England and Ireland: Upon this 
confi deration, 1 ſay, twill be of uſe to take 

a particular ſurvey of the poſitive and firſt 
105 ſuſtain'd by the Exportatiou of every 
Pack of our ſhort-cloathing-Wool, 

| 55 Manufacturing of one Pack of ſuch 
ſhart Wool into Cloth is ſufficient Em- 
plogmane for 63 Perſons for one Week, 


27 2 


3 


— 


49 


3 Men to Sort, Dry, Mix, and make 
fit for the Scribbler and Stockarder. 
5 To Scribble or Stockard it. 
35 Women and Girls, to Card and 
Spin © | | 
8 Men to Weave it. 8 
4 Men and Boys to Spoole It and 
* bad Quils, 
8 Men and Boys to Sconre Burle, 
Mill or Full it, Row, Shear, Rack 
| and Preſs _ 


9 — 8 


63. Poor In all Employ'd for a Week. 


All this is done in one Week with Four 
Loomes ; or which is the ſame thing, Four 
Loomes "conſtantly Employ'd, will keep 
63 Perſons at Work all the Vear round. 


3 Judge Hales, in his diſcourſe of providing 


for the Poor, - computes that 100 J. Stock 
will keep one Loom conſtantly going: up- 
on which computation 'tis à plain conſe- 
quence chat 400 J. Stock; will keep Four 
Looms conſtautly Employ'd, and ſo main» 
tain the 63 Perſons mentioned above. 
But you muſt take notice, that when I 
ſuppoſe 400 l. Stock requiſite to keep four 
Loomes ſtill a going, I mean it ſo as to be 
able to stand the Ordinary delays of Sale 
incident to Markets: For if you would ſup 
poſe the Cloth to be Sold as ſoon as tis 
made (which 1 own is not to be expected) 
than a Stock of 96 Pound, would, by ver- 


tuo ; 


/ 


. 

tue of the quick and repeated Returns, pro- 
vide Materials and pay the Workmen, for 
Four Looms Work all the Year round . 

ITis needleſs to reckon up what each 
of theſe 63 Perſons may earn in their reſ- 
pective Offices, it being ſufficient for my 
purpoſe to ſhew that they are handſomely 
Maintain'd by this means, and without it 
are reduc'd to a ſtarving Condition. Nei- 
ther need I to compute the charge the 
Clothier is at, and the Profit he fetches 


in by the Sale; for that is various and 


uncertain, SORE, 
I proceed in the Second place, to ſhew 


the Damage accrewing to Her Majeſty in 


Her Revenue of Cuſtoms, by the Exporta- 
tion of Wool. 0; 
Suppoſing the export of 40000 Packs of 
Wool (for no leſs has been proved to be land- 
ed in one Year, in the ſeveral Ports of France 
trom England, Ireland, and Scotland of 
Engliſh Growth) there might have been 
made out of them in our own Manufa- 
Cure, One Hundred and Sixty Thouſand 
Pieces of Broad Cloth, or half Clothes of 
23 Yards in Length, computing but 4 Pie- 
ces to he made from one Pack; now each 
Pack of ours working up two of French 
Growth, as is aforementioned , into good 
and ſerviceable Cloth &c. which other- 
ways muſt be ſupplied from England; our 
loſs muſt then be treble the Number of 
ſuck Pieces, viz. Four Hundred and Eigh- 

1 ty 
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ty Thouſand Pieces, which would Employ 
a vaſt Quantity of our Poor all the Year 
Rok: and thereby a great Advantage 
would accrue to the Manufacturer, erchants 

and the Kingdom in general. 

From hence we may compute what loſs 
Her Majeſty ſuſtains by the following Com- 
FF modities, which are of Immediate uſe for 
preparing the Cloth fit for a Market vis. 
1 x. Sevil Oil, for preparing the Wool fit 
for Carding and Spinning. 

2. Alicant or Caſtile Soap for Scouring 
and Fulling. 

3 Madder and Indigo for Dying. 
| Which Commodities are brought in re- 
2 torn for our Cloth, and pay large Cuſtoms, 
= as is hereafter ſpecified. 

Suppofè 1. That our Mixd or Medly 
Clotff is ated in its Wool with Sevil 
Oil, and MilPd or Scoured with Alicaant 
0 Soap, and that the Cloth made from one 
3 Pack of Wool will require 6 Galtons of 
ſuch Oil. And conſidering one third Part 
of the Forty Thouſand Packs (which is ra- 
tional to conclude is made into mix'd Cloth) 
will take up, 338 Tuns 3 quarters and 
55 Gallons, the Cuſtom of which at 7 l. 
55. and 11 4 per Tun, will amouat d 
24691. 105. 6d. halfpenay. 

2 That the third Part of Mixt or Med- 
ly Cloth is Milled with Foreign Soap, 14 

Pound of which is Expended in Mil- 
ling the Cloth made from one Pack of wer 
| y 


612) 
by which it will appear that 186666 Jb. 3 
quarters, is expended in the whole which 
at 16 Shill. and halpeny per Cent Cuſtom 
is. 1336 J. 165. 1d. 

In the next place, computing the 
Cloth made from one other Third part of 
the 40000 Packs of ſuch Wool to be Dyed 
with Madder (which is the product of our 
Cloth from Holland) one Pack thereof will 
take up 56 pound weight, which in the 
whole amounts to 6666 Hund. and half, 
which paying 2 Shill. 9d per Hund. Cuſtom 
comes to 916 J. 125. 10 d. 

Laſtly ſuppoſing the other third part of 
the Cloth to be Dyed with Indigo, and that 
the produce of one Pack will take up 12 lib. 
weight the whole will take up 160000 lib. 
weight, which paying 5d. per Pound amounts 
to 33301 65 84. | 2 


1 1 
The whole Loſs to Her Ma- 7 
jeſty in Her Revenue of; 8059 06 ol 
Cuſtoms, Amounts to 7 


There are, it is well known, various ſorts 
of Dying Wares, that are imported from ma- 
ny Parts of the World, that take off our 
Woolen Manufactures, and which are very 
uſefal in Dying, as well as thoſe I have 
named, viz. Cochonele, Annetto, Campe-. 
chiano, Galls, Brazoletto, Red Wood, Fu- 


ſtick, Turmerick, Argle, Shoomake; calc. i; 


peter, 


E 


peter, Logwood from our own Planta- 
tions G o. | 
To inſiſt no longer on this head, I turn 
| now in order to the Third Thing propoſed, 
vi. That the Exportation of our Wool, 
affects the ſeveral Branches of the Trade 
of England to Foreign Parts: For the bet- 
ter underſtanding, of which, twill be of uſe 
to ſhew you, what Manufactures we make 
of our different ſorts of Wool, when we 
keep it at home; by which means you'll 
"© have a clearer view of the Parallel bet een 
the Export of thoſe Manufactures, and the 
Import of Foreign Commodities. 
here are Three different ſorts of Sheeps 
Wool, viz. Long combing Wool, ſhort. 
Wool, and Fell-Wool : Each of which has 
its peculiar uſes. 
Ot our Long combing Wool, we make 
3 Stuffs of all kinds, and the finer ſort of 
Stockings. The Niles or Pinnious that 
come from it, are moſt proper for making 
Druggets, Cloth Serges, Kerſeys, and Mild 
Stockings. We'll ſuppoſe that three Cla- 
thiers keep one Woolcomber comſtantly 
employ'd (which is a very reaſonable ſup- 
poſition ) this Wool comber takes the Long- 
er Staple Wool, that's ſorted out of the 
Fleece, and unfit for the making of Cloth, 
off the Clothiers Hands, allowing him for 
= © 9d. a Pound. When this Long comb- 
ing Wool is comb'd, 'twill produce about 
a Quarter of its weight in Niles, for * 
| the 
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14) 
the Clothier Fs. give the Wool-comber, 
near as much per Pound, as he had from 
the Wool-comber for the Pound of the | 
rough or groſs Wool. And with theſe * 
Niles will the Clothier employ many Poor 
in Carding, Spinning, &c. in order to make 
Druggets, Kerſies, Serges &c. 1 
As for our Cloathing, or ſhorter Staple 3 


£33 


Wool, we have it of our own Growth 
in England, of different ſorts, that is, from 
Sixpence to Eighteenpence a Pound. The fi- MF 
neſt of our ſhort Clothing Wool grows 
upon the Sheep at Lemſter in Herr: foraſhire, 7 
commonly cated Zemfter Oar: This, and that 
of the Forreſt, and Southdown in Sufſex, is 


little Iuferior 'to the Spaniſh Wool. . 


And now that I have mentioned the 


Spaniſh Wool, we muit know that what we 
commonly call Spaniſh Cloth is not made 
all with the Wool of Spain; but with | 
Sraniſh and Engliſh Wool; nos that theſe Þ 
are mix'd together in the Wool, before 
tis wrought up; but that the one gives 
the Worp, and the other the Wooft : For 
what we call the Worp or Chain of the 
hne 8 Spaniſh Cloth, is Spun from the fine 
Engliſu Wool, and 1 is a ſtronger Thread, 
Fd better for fervice' than what is Spun 
from' the Spaniſh 1 And the Shoote, 
Woofte or Abb, is Spnn from the fineſt 
Spaniſh Wool. Indeed 1 do not deny that 
Cloth has been, and is ſtill made of all Spa- 


| wiſh Wool; and that proof has been * 
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with a Woofte of Spaniſh Wool. But for 


5 Wool, and a Woofte of Spaniſh, 


O 3 (Aa ww 


E Yard. We likewiſe make Serves and other 


- EE Woollen Goods of the ſame "Wool: and 
s the worſt and coarſeſt part of the Fleece is 


„ made into Blankets, Ruggs, and Coverings 
for Waggons, Boats, Cc. For in the ſort- 
is ing of the Fleece, there are many different 

ſorts of Wool, made and ſorted, which are 


c 8 well known to the Wool- ſtapler, and by 

e which many great Eſtates have been got 
ein former times: But my deſign being on- 

h iy to ſhew, what Manufactures we make 

© Hof the Three principal forts abovementi- 

e Woned I proceed now to the Fell Wool. 

5 By Fell Wool, we mean, that which is 

r taken from the pelt or Sheeps Skin, and 

e ſerves for the making of Bays, Stockings 

4 and Hats, c. This Wool is ſometimes ex- 


pri to France, under the notion of Scots 
ool. The making of this Fell- Wool in- 
to Cloth, is of pernicious conſequence, for 
if we make a whie Cloth of it, and ſend 
it to the Dyers, after it is Dyed it not 
only feels muc h harſher and rougher than 
it did when 'twas white, but ſhrinks both 


* * 
: 


Jof ene Cloth, made of a Chain of Silk 


| the moſt part our fine Spaniſh Cloth is made 
cas I faid above) of a Worp of Engliſh 


of our own Clothing or ſhorter ſtaple 
= Wool, we make Cloth which is common- 
e Wiy ſix quarters wide, and runs from Four 
nh = ſhillings per Yard to Twelve ſhillings per 
N 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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in Length and 1 ſo that its former 
length can't be recovered without great. 


difficulty: Whereas a Cloth made of Fleece 
Wool, or (as ſome call it live, Wool as 


being "thorn from the live Sheep, does not 
ſdffer in the Dying either as to its fine- 
neſs or its length: For after 'tis Dy'd, its 
fineneſs beth to the Eye and the Hand is 
much the ſame with what it was before 
Dying, and its length is not only eaſily re- 
covered, but much enlarged upon the Ten- 
ter without rejudice to the Cloth; which 
accrues, to the Merchants Profit and Ad- 
vantage abroad. Tis apparent therefore, 
that the making of Fell-Wool into Cloth, is 
attended with many diſadvantages and Loſſes, 
notwithſtanding which, both this and ma- 
ny other Corruptions and Frauds have been 
Practiſed theſe late Years in the making of 
Cloth ; which call loudly for a narrower in- 
| ſpeRion , and either for the making of new 
Laws and prohibitions to the contrary, or 
putting, the Old ones 1n ſtrict Execution; 1 
of which more hereafter. 

S0 much for the Manufactures made from 
our Wool, when kept at home; a juſt con- 
ſideration 'of w hich, plainly ſets forth the 
Infinite loſs we ſ ſtain, by tufferjng our Wool 
to be Exported to France, and other Fo- 
reign parts. For if our Wool be exported 
we ſo far lellen our Stock of the Woolen 
Manufacture, which fetches us both, uſeful 
and neceſſary Commadities from all the pe ts 


of 
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of the World, with which we entertain a 
commerce. 

To make this out, 1 mall inſtance in ors 
of the moſt flouriſhing Branches of our fo- | 
reign Trade. { 

That- of Turty, is moſt profitable £6 us. 
in taking off the greateſt, quantity of Cloth, 

oc. And from thence we have, in return, 
many uſeful and beneficial Wares and Mer- 
chandizes; ſuch as Raw Silk, Grogram- 
| Yearn,. Galls, Cotton: Wool. Now-by this 
| Raw Silk, many Thouſands of our Poor are 
ſupported being employed in Working of 


„it ap into various ſorts. of Manufactures ; ass 
ey are alſo by the Grogram-Varn z. Their I 
„Calls are uſeful for Dying: Their Cottan 
a Wool, is us'd in making of Fuſtians: Not. 
| I toſpeak of other Dying Gommodutles; Lrugs, 
f Leather, G Sc. ; 910 UH⁰H⁰ju 
a In our Trade with. Ruſſia, great quanti- 
7 ties of our Cloth are Exported, Which 
Jin return, briag us _ 3 
„hemp, Leather, Furrz, for 
making our. Ship — 9 yy many 
other very uſeful ../ and:  Advantageous 
Commodities, hereby a great many Per- 
ſons of difereat eee are daily em- 
ploy d. Ar v9 i eint 
| Our __ or medly Cloth was formerly 
ſent in great quantities to Spain, and like- 

wiſe our Stuffs, and other Woolen Wares, 
viz, Bays, Perpituanoes, Stockins, :&c: for 
which we, had in e * Woal, EP | 
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the working up of which into Cloth, great 
numbers of our Poor were employed; alſo 
Cochineal, 'Campecheano, Silveſter, A- 
netto, Indico, Logwood, all very uſeful in 
Dying. Beſides many other Wares, very 
profitable and beneficial to us, ſuch as Pieces 
of Kitt; Bullion Wine, Fruit, Gr. 
.1P6ng al. takes off great quantities of our 
_ Wodllen'Goods/elpeciatty Staffs, Bays and 
Stockins,-&c. if return for which we have 
Oils, uſed in preparing our Wool for Spin- 
ning, alſd Wines and Fruit, Argle, Shoomack, 
Brazel, Ge. which 3 laſt are uſed in Dyirig. 
Formerly alſo great quantities of our Goth 
were lſent to Hunburgid; but of late Years 
that noted and benefcial Trade is very 
much decliried; or almeſt loſt ; which I can 
nc ut think is chieffy occaſioned by the 
laying open of that Company, Whereby all 
männer of Forreigüers are priviledg'd in 
trading chither ; und by Cloth being made 
vr the oneighbburing Countries, with the 
Help of dur Woot” ahl Fullers Earth. The 
Littfen Yarn we have from thence in return 


for our Clotb, together with our Cotton- Nhe. 
Woot wrougnt From Turtey and owr own ici 
Plantstions, is wrought up into Stuffs or Di- f ou 
mities whereby ſeveral Hundreds of our Mize, 
People are employed in the County of Lau- Pr 
caſter and elſe where, to the ſupport and 'main- Wea 


tenancè of many Families. There is alſo Lin- 
nen Cloth, and many other uſeful Comtmodi 
ties brought from thence · in return for our 
Manufactures. „„ 


In ſpeaking of this beneficial Trade, 


a 

ſo WW cannot omir to take notice of one very re- 
\- Wnarkable thing which is the cauſe why our 
in Export of Cloth and other Woollen Mann- 
y Hures to thoſe: Parts, of late Years is ſo 
s conſiderably diminiſned; wiz. That 
be People of England uſe Calicoes, in the 
ur Room of the Sleeſy Linnens brought from 
d Vanburgb in return for om Cloth, Now 
'e theſe Calicoesn being bought with Mony, 
nd not purchafed with our Manufacture, do 
K een very much our Export: Here I 


Night take a. view of the prejudice accrew- 
Ig to the Trade of our Woollen Manu- 


's acture, by the wearing of Printed or 
y aained Calicoes; brought from India; but 
1- {Wor brevities fake I ſnall give it as my opi- 
ice ion, that greater quantities of Calicoes 
| Wind other Linnen have been Printed and 
n {Worn in England Annually, fince the im- 
le porting of it was prohibited, than ever was 
ce rought from India; ſo that unleſs a re- 
e traint be laid on the Printing of them here, 


hat prohibitian will be of no uſe: For if 

be wearing of printed Linnen, be preju- 

lictal to the vending of Silk, the product 

four Cloth and moſt profitable Merchan- 
ize, then it will be found needful to lay , 
prohibition on both the Printing and 


. 


b Vearing of printed Linnen at home in Gar- 
-Ind in Furniture. A % l 
i- There was about 25 Years ſince a great 


Wemand for our Cloth from Holland, Cc. 
DM GC 2 which 


(20% 
which is now very much leſſened; the Rea- 
ſon whereof is thought to ariſe, from the 
Evil and Clandeſtine practices of our own 
People, in ſhipping off our Wool from Ire. 

lend and England, thither, whereby they have 
ſet up Manufacturies of their own, to the pa. 
manifeſt prejudice of our Manufacturers and . 
Merchants. ale fk 150 

About that time alſo great quantities: V/ 
of our fine Cloth and Stuffs made with Spa- N due 
»;ſh Wool, and the beſt of our Engliſh: 
growth, was ſent to France: But they have eaſſ 
been of late Years ſo plentifully ſupplied ow 
with Wool from England, Spain, &c. that Im} 
through the encreaſe of their Eſtabliſned i our 
ManufaCturies, not only the Subjects off. 
that Kingdom but alſo Foreign Markets, Hand 

viz. Turky, Spain, &c. are ſupplied Exf 

Amongſt other Countries, I cannot omit Mh 
to take notice of Flanders, for which vaſt he 
quantities of our Cloth were formerly ſhip 

; which Trade was loſt by our prohi - 
| biting the Importation of their Lace, Cc. 
brought in return of that Woolen Manu 
facture; for the encouragement of our Lace 
makers here, who *tis preſumed are not one 
Tenth part ſo many as were employ'd it 
Manufacturing the Wool into Cloth, Ex. 
ported to thoſe parts: But I refer the Con · 
ſideration of this matter to thoſe who are 
more competent Judges than my ſelf. 


1: 
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a- ln ſhort tis very plain, that the only 
be way to have a Ballance in Trade with Fo- 
ng reigners, Is to keep our Wool at home in 
re · ¶ our own ManufaQturies. | > 
Ve Now from all theſe Inſtances it is ap- 
che parent, that as in former times our Woolen 
od Manufacture kept up the Ballance of theſe 
Trades, ſo now if the Exportation of our 
es Wool be continued, we have no native Pro- 
b. duet to truck for their Goods, but muſt pay 
ready Money, and fo fink all at once. *Twere 
weßg eaſy to accumulate Inſtances from Italy, our 
ed own Plantations, ' &c. to prove that the 
hat Improvement and Engroſſing to England of 
je our Woolen Manufacture would procure 
ol: conſiderable Conſumption abroad, 
5, Hand enrich this Nation, by making our 
Export more valuable than our Import, 
nit which would lodge a neceſſity upon thoſe 
all Wwho trade with us, to return the Surplu- 


Ip Wiaze in Money. 3 01 B06, 
hi- How far the Eaſt India Company have 
contributed to ſink our Ballance in Trade, 
ace 


is too well known to all the ſenſible part 
bf this Nation. 2 
It was the Opinion of a Judicious and Ex- 
erienced Merchant not long ſince, that if 
the New and Old Eaft India Company did 
not agree in Joining their Stocks, they 

would ruin one another, and that if they 
Nid ſo join Stocks and were united in Trade, 
they would ruin the Nation; which is ſuffi- 
Fiently demonſtrated, in their ſending away 
Oy iq 


11 


; may n that a great part of them 


ſo great ani of 1 Bullion and Foreign 4 
Coin, and our own too as is too much fear- 
ed. To this purpoſe, I ſhall ' make a few bj 
ſhort remarks from the Printed Paper deli. M 
vered to the Honourable Houſe of Com- 


monsin the Year'1703, wherein it' appears in 
from the accompts given in purſuant to their Y 
Order, by Dr. Davenant Inſpector Geherdl | 
"308 Her Majeſties e 1 
| That the Silver: and Gold 5 ch 


1 in 5 Years did, 35203874. | 
amount to Ponnds Sterl..) —— _ Pc 


The Eaſt Tadia Goods Ex- 
' ported in tha time. 1 des, 11 


Whereof v was in Manufa- 
ctures mixt with Silk, ase J. 66 
Cotton and Hera 

Wrought Silk to Ireland, 


and the Plantations 6048514. 


Callicoes Expomed to Þ ul los 
the value of rt ee 2 
Total of the 3 Articles 1589935 l. If — 
T heſe Goods ſtand in direct oppoſition js 
to our own Manufactures | fre 
If it be alledg'd, ſays my Author, that ws 


the Goods conſumed in England, will make 
g od the loſs of the Bullion Exported ; lt 


are 


| are conſumed needleſiy and to our damage, 


" "Ay 


and what is of real uſe. may be purchaſed 
by the Export of our own produce and 
Manufactures, as the PDuteh do by theirs, 
ſo that their Imports are ſo ſar from an- 
ſwering the Bullion that purchaſed chem, 
that they are deſtructive to the lntexeſt of 
England, greatly leſſening the produce of 
our Lands, the Employment of our People, 
and the Effects of our moſt profitable Mer- 
chandiges i bas, bea t 
But that I may not digreſs from my pure 
poſe, E hall leave it as a, certain and exi- 
dent Truth, that the keeping of our Wool 
at Home, and Manufacturing it here, can't 
but Influence all the Branches of our Fo- 
reign Trade for the better; as the Expor- 
tation of it muſt expoſe us to an inequali- 
ty of Trade, that (if not prevented) will 
terminate in the utter loſs of our Com- 
merce, and the Ruin of the Nation. 
The Method I laid down at firſt, leads 


me next to the Stratagems; and fraudulent 


Contrivances made uſe of by our own: People 
and Fellow: Subjects to compaſs this perni- 
cious Exportation; which indeed are vari- 
ous and very deep laid, and carried on in 
a particular manner hy the Owlers in and 


about Rummey Marſh, in the County of Kent 


from whence great quantities of our Wool 
have for many Years paſt been clandeſtine- 
ly conveyed to France, by the direction and 


| conſent, not only of the Farmer, but'of others 


. C 4 of 


(in) 
of a greater and higher Rank, who having 
large Poſſeſſions and being great Breeders 
of Wool, are ſo wedded to the proſpect 
of ſordid Lucre and Gain, that they con- 
trive to have their Wool conveyed to the 
Sea- ſide, and put on Board French Shallops 
in the Night time. | 
The Fellows Employ'd in this Service 
are ſturdy Robbers, of the meaneſt Rank, 
that have little or nothing to loſe; and when 
. they're diſcovered and taken, their only 
Puniſhment by Law is a Fine and Impri- 
ſonment. One would think an action fo 
pernicious to the Republick ſhould deſerve 
Death; and accordingly there was an Act 
made in the 14th Year of the Reign of King 
Charles the 2d. which made it Felony; but 
that: Law'was never yet executed upon any 
one Man. For my own part, I could wiſh 
that not only a Fine, and Impriſonment, 
but ſome Corporal Puniſnment, or a ſen- 
tence of Tranſportation for Five Years to 
ſome of our Plantations in the Weſt Indies, 
were inflicted on thoſe of the meaner ſort 
that are employ'd in this clandeſtine Trade: 
And that the Men of Eſtates who employ 
theſe Men, were punifh'd with the loſs of 
their Eſtates both Real and Perſonal that 
lye within the County where they're found 
to be thus concern'd. End 
Among the various Stratagems purſued 
by the Men employ'd in this clandeſtine 
Service, I'm informed this is one, That they 


obſerye 


025˙) 


obſerve the Wind and Tide that favours the 
coming in of the French Shallops, and look 
out from the Cliffs and Rocks to deſcry 


'em; and from theſe Cliffs they frequently 
throw down their packs and Parcels of 
Wool, that they may be in a readineſs for 


Shipping when the Boats come in. 


Sometimes they bribe the Officers, or make 


*em Drunk ; ſometimes they give Signals for 
Privateers or French Shallops to put in. In 
fine they have a Thoufand Tricks and con- 


trivances, which ſerve 'em not only in this 
pernicious Exportarion of, our Wool, but 
likewiſe in landing and concealing the Silk, 
Brandy, Linnen Cloth, Wines, Lace, and 


other prohibited Goods, which they have 


in return for the Wool thus Exported In 


ſnort, ſuch has been the Treachery and Vil- 
lany of our own peo le, that by an infinite 
number of deep kid Contrivances, they 
have eluded all "che wholſome Laws made 
for ſecnring the Staple Commodity of our 


Kingdom; and given us ſuch mortal blows 


by the frequent and unaccountable Expor- 
tation of our Wool, as ſeem to threaten 
the whole Conſtitution. *I was by this means 
that ſo many Manufacturies came to be e- 


rected in France, Holland, Sweden, and Ger- 
many; which without the help of our Wool 


could | never have ſubſiſted. 

A few Years ſince a great Manufactury 
was ſet up at Paris, at a place called the 
Gohlin, an Ancient Palace of the Kings of 

France 
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France, in which, i in the time of the laſt 
Peace, there were an Hundred and Fifty 


Looms ſet . UP, and as many more preparing, 


a Bank being rais'd for that effect by the 


Merchants, to. which the King himſelf, to 


give countenance to ſo beneficial a Work 


for the enriching of his Country, and em- 


ploying of his Poor, order d (as I was told) 


Ten Thouſand piſtoles. Now this Manu- 
faftury, was chiefly. manag'd by an Engliſh 
Man. who was a decay'd Clothier, and had 
been decoy d thither to teach them the way 
of mixing our W ool into Colours for making 
of mixt or medly Cloth, which they now 
do altggepher. as well as our Clothiers i in 
4 . ; | 

0 give one Inſtance. 1 more, in the Year 


1905 „A Letter was ſent. to a Merchant! in 


London, from a Merchant of Stackbolm in 
Sweden, with a. Commiſſion. to buy op ith 
all poſſible Expedition, a parcel . 
Cloth, conſiſting of about a . 
Lagos But before the Cloth could be bought 

th re came another Letter from the Swe- 
aſh 


mer order, upon the'Plea, that ſince, his 
firſt Letter, a Scorch Ship, had arriv'd there 
with Eighty Bags of Enghſh Wool, in each 
of which was contain'd three Engliſh Packs, 
the whole making Two Hundred and Forty 
Engliſh Packs of woolzand that the Poor there 
who had been long Idle for want of Wool 

tO 


orreſpondent countermanding b15, for- 


(() 
work up, world ſoon Manufacture the fame 
into Cloth. One would, think the bare 

mentioning of theſe Inſtances; might be ſuſ- 
ficient to alarm us, and ſtir us up to carrecꝶ 
and prevent ſuch pernicious and fatal Miſ- 


x Ja 
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Before I conclude this ſhort repreſentation 
of the Frands and Stratagems us d in Export- 
ing our Wool, I ſhall take notice in a par- 
ticular manner of the City off Canterbury, 
where the generality of thoſe employ/d in 
the working of our Wool are Freneh Re. 
fugees, or ſuch as act under em? fer ſuch is 
the corruption of that place, that a few 
Years ago being there, I cauſed a. liſt to 
be taken of all the Maſter Gombers in the 
City, and upon conſulting with one of them 
who had been 2. fair Trader, upon an 
impartial computation, he charged above 
one third part of them to have been Tran- 
ſporters of Wool to France, and other 
Foreign parts. 3 D108 ideen 
Some may imagine that now in time of 
War, the Laws being ſo feverę in the Ve- 
nalties upon all that corteſpggdiwith France, 
this Tranſportation of Wool, and running 
of French Goods, cannot be Prctiſed with- 
out evident danger. But the Men we are 
now ſpeaking of, have ſeveral ways to elude 
the dint of thoſe Penalties. To mention 
but one of a great many, they take the Wool 
and put it on board ſome. of our on ſmall 
Veſſels or Boats, and when they hear of a+ 

any 
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ny French Privateers upon the Coaſt, put 
out to” Sea and make Signals to em, upon 
which the Privateer makes up to em under 


the counterfeit ofa Chace, and after ſome mock 


firing board the Wool Veſſel, and carry her 


to France as if ſhe were a Prize. When 


they come to any Port in France, the Ow- 
lers exchange their Wool for Brandy, Lin- 


nen Cloth, and other Commodities. With 


theſe Commadities they freight their own 
Veſſel, and ſo ſteal home again, and run the 
Goods. Oftentimes they bury the Brandy 
in the Sands, and marking the place fetch 
it away in the Night time This ſome of 
*em have confeſſed upon Conviction; and 
ownrd withal that the Profit they make of 
a Pack of Wool in France, is ſo conſidera- 
ble that if they eſcape beingraken, but three 


times in five, they are ſtill gainers. 


In ſhort the only ſure and effectual means 
to prevent the Exportation of Wool, is the 
Empowering and Encouraging the Commiſ- 
ſioneis already appointed by Act of Parli- 
ament, to be vigilant in Exerting their Au- 
thority, andballotting them ſuch. Proviſions 
and Salaries as may enable 'em to employ 


and Reward their Officers. 


This Power was firſt lodg'd in the Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms, who by virtue 
of Acts of Parliament made in the 12th and 
14th of Charles 2. Iſlu d forth Orders to 
their chief Officers in their reſpective Ports, 
to inſpect and prevent the Exportation ve 
x6 Woo! 


i C7. 

Wool. But ſo it was that either. through 
the careleſneſs, or through the Corruption 
of many of theſe Officers, the Exportation 
of Wool was ſtill, practiſed with impunity; 
inſomuch that upon the Death of King 
Charles 2d. The Clotbiers of ſeveral of the 
Clothing Counties, Petitioned King 7 ames the 
2.for the redreſs of ſuch a crying grievance: 
Upon. which, he gave a Commiſſion by Let- 
ters Patents, under the privy, Seal, in the 
Fourth Year of his Reign, to ſeveral Perſons 
of Honour and Worth in and about the 
Cities of London, and Weltwinſter, bear- 
ing date June 24th, _— On 
The Commiſſion was directed to the Go- 
vernours, Deputy Governours and Treaſu- 
rers of ſeveral Companies of Merchants then 
in being, who were all zealous Promoters 
of the Woolen Manafacture: Particularly 
To the Right Honurable Laurence Earl 
of Rechefter, Governour of the Fellow- 
ſhip of Merchant Adventurers of En- 
gland, commonly called the Hamborough 
Company, and to the Deputy Gover- 
nour and, Treaſurer Ec. „ 
To the Honourable George Earl, of 
Bartiy, Governour of the Tarky Com- 
pany, and to the Deputy Governour 
of the ſaid Company. , 
To Sir Gabriel! Roberts, Knt, Sub Gover- 
nour of the Royal African Company, 
and to the Deputy OT oo . 

e 


Fe 


. 
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Governour of the Eaſt India 
: 5 and to the Deputy Gover-' 
nour of the ſaid Company: 
e Sir Dudley North, Kut, Governout 
of the 'Raſſia Company, and to the 
Treaſuter of the ſaid Company 
70 Sammue! Tench Eſq; Governour of 
the Eafttand Company, sir Benjamin 
Ayloff Kant. and Barronet, Dep ut Go- 
= bor Thomas Phillip "Eſq; $ rea- 
fürer of the ſaid Company. © © 
And to ſeveral other Merchants, Wool- 
ſtaplers and Fa Kors. * . 
The Tenour of the Commiſſion runs thus, 


Whereas We ite informed! by the bum | 
ble Petion ↄf divers of Our Subjects, Mer- 
chants, Clothiers, and others, intruſted in 
the Wollen-Manofatture, that notwithſtand- 
ing all the Endeayours which have been u- 
ſed, not only by our late deareſt Brother, 


bur alſo by Our ſelf, ſince Our Acceſſion _ 


to the Crown, and by Our Commiſſioners 
of Our Treaſury, and Commiſſioners of 
Our Cuſtoms; to prevent the Exportation 
of Wool, Wool- fells, Mortlings, Shorelings, 
Yarn made of Wool, Wool-flocks, Fullers 


5e n Clay, and T obacco Pipe- Clay; 
8 vt 0 


this our Kingdom, as well as Our 
Kingdom of Trelaud : Vet great Quantities 


gf Wool, and other the things aforeſaid 
are daily Exported, contrary w the Laws 


and 


: "fo Sir "Benin Blathweſt Knt. and Bar- 


PE y 

and Statutes in that behalf ptovided; "which 
is and will be moſt deſtyuctive, to the Clo - 
me Trade of 7 5 Kingdom, and kon- 
equently tend to the great Impoyert! en 
i abt utter Ruine wur of of Gbr pork 
jets.” dealing in the ſaid W ed Trade, 


who pescupen have Humbly p eee 


Us 1 5 115 the better And prop fectual 
Preventib n of the Miſchief” af of J, they 


ate Willing to enter ling a Vplonraty C Con- 


triburion amongſt themſelves,” aying 
the! Charges reqplirs in the {tt fron 05 
the fuld Offenders, and ge e the. 5 
Miſc fefs; and incontehienck ES, 
humbly beſbughr Us to rant © "Royal 
Commiſſion to that End 170 "Puri ſe. 
K NOW you therefore that We'teppping 
ſpecial Truſt and 'Fonfidence” in four Fide- 
lity, Abilities, Ang. Circumſþs 1008, ; have 
thought fit to Nominate, ' quftinits; and 
ppoint vou and every” of You, Ov, fd 
8 Commiſſioners for Preventing, th 3 Expor 
tation of wot,” ohr of ohr. ſaid Fins 101 
of England 2nd Heel; An. jo 15 IC 
miſlopers full age and "All 
effefvally. to roſctute, and i . 
tion Ot. Mae wi be PÞroſecut, 1 1 8 5 
Exec tion, the feveral' Laws, 15 
made in Hur laid Realmz, and iow, | 
againſt the Exportation of Woot jo ue 
fells,and other the things aforeſaid cept tl 
| Power of IE, Wool! in any off igen 
than 


= 
915 1 


d have 
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than as hereafter is expreſſed ) to. the In- 


tent that the. Offenders therein may be 
brought to Exemplary puniſhment, accord- 
ing to the true Intent and Meaning of the 
ſaid Statutes, and ro prevent fo far as by 
Law you may the Committing the ſaid Of- 
fences ;. and foraſmuch as the Offences a- 
foreſaid are now become a Notorious and 
Common Nuſance. and difficult to be re- 
ſtrained, in regard of the Generality and 


Multitude of the Offenders, and of the great 
charge and expeuce which 1s neceſſary in pre- 


venting and difcovering the ſaid Offenders, 
and. in Proſecuting them with Effect. We do 


herehy Licence, and Permit, Authorize, land 


Impower you Our ſaid Commiſſioners, or a- 
ny, Seven or morc of you from time to 
time, to Collect, gather, and receive or cauſe 
to be Collected, gathered, and received from 
any of our Subſects, whatſoever ſuch Sum 
and Sums of Money, as they or any of them 
ſhall from time to time voluntarily contri- 


bute, and beſtow for, and in order to the 


preventing the Exportation of Wool, and 


ether the things before mentioned, out of 
Our ſaid Kingdoms or either of them, con- 


trary to Law, and for the more effeQual 


detection, proſecution, and Puniſhment of 
all Perſons Offending therein, and better 


diſcovery and prevention of the ſaid Offen- 
ces; We do hereby direct and Authorize, 
you Our ſaid Commiſſioners, or any Seven 
or more of you from time to time, with and 
out of the ſaid Moneys or part thereof to 


_ hire, maintain, and employ for the Purpo- 


ſes 
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ers... 
n an 
reek 
Place 
all 
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111 a0 
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es aforeſaid, any Ships, Veſſels, and Offi- 
ers, Perſons, in and about the ſaid Service, 
n and upon any of the Coaſts, Roads, 
reeks, Havens, Ports, Rivers, of other 
Places, as you of any Seven or more of you 
all from time to time think fir, within 
ur ſaid Kingdoms of England and Ireland, 
Ir either of them. And alſo out of the ſaid 
Moneys, ſo from time to time to be paid 
in and contributed as aforeſaid, to Pay, Sa- 
risfe, and Defray all neceſſary and incident 
oſts and Charges, Salaries to Officers, Al- 
Wowances and other Expences, whatſoever 
n, and concerning the preventing the Ex- 
portation of Wool, Wool fells and other 

the things abovementioned, out of either of 
dur ſaid Kingdoms, as aforeſaid, and in or 
concerning the Seizing of any ſuch Wool 
or other things aforeſaid according to Law, 
and in and concerning the effectual 
[proſecution of all and every Offender and. 
Offenders, in the Premiſes or otherwiſe 
howſoever, in relation to the ſaid Service: 
Provided always, and Our Will and Pleaſure 
is, that you Our ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall 

from time to time, at the end of every 

Twelve Months or oftner, if thereunto re- 

quired, during the continuance of this Our 
Commiſſion, give and render unto the Com- 
miſſioners of Our Treaſury now being, or 
Our High Treaſurer or Commiſſioners of 

the Treaſury for the time being in wri- 
ting under the Hands of you, or any ſe- 
| - 1 | Veit 


| loners or any Seven or more of you (and 


os) 


ven or more of you, true Duplicates of 
your Books of Accompts, containing the 


ſeveral Sums of Money by you or any of you, 


from time to time received, for the Uſes 
and the Moneys 


and Purpoſes aforeſaid ; 
by you or any of you disburſed in purſu- 
ance of this Our Commiſſion, with the ſe- 
yeral Particulars thereof under diſtin& and 
proper Heads, and containing an Account 
of your whole, Actings and doings, in the 
Premiles for the Preceding Twelve Months: 
And our Will and Pleaſure is that the ſaid 


Accompts, from time to time to be made 


by you, or any Seven or more of you as a- 
foreſaid, ſhall be kept by you or ſome of 


you, or by ſome Officer to he appointed for 


that purpoſe by you our ſaid Commiſſioners, 
or any Seven or more of you, and ſhall re- 


main entered in a fair Book, in ſome con- 


venient place, to be by you in like manner 
appointed, to the intent that all and every 

erſon and Perſons whom it ſhall concern, 
may for their Satisfaction have reſort unto, 
and view, and peruſe the ſame. And for 
the better and more Effectual carrying on 
the ſaid Service, Our further Will and Plea- 
ſure is; and We do hereby direct and re- 
quire the Commiſſioners of Our Cuſtoms 
now and for the time being , from time to 
time, to grant their Deputation or Deputa- 


tions to ſuch Perſon and Perſons, as ſhall at 


any time be Named by you Our ſaid Commil- 
ap- 


appr 


ners 


ſuch 

as ſh 
Tran 
and 

Secui 
ſtoms 
the 
Cuſt 
to tit 
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noth 
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of approved of by them Our ſaid Commiſſio- 


1e Iners of the Cuſtoms) for the Seizing of all 


ſuch Wool, or other the things aforeſaid, 
as ſhall be at any time endeavoured to be 
rranſported contrary to Law, ſuch Perſon 
and Perſons from time to time giving ſuch 
Security as Our Commiſſioners of Our Cu- 
ſtoms for the time being ſhall approve, for 
the due Regiſtring and Entering at Our 
Cuſtom Houſe London, all Seizures from time 
to time made by them the ſaid Perſons, or any 
of them. And ſor the due anſwering Our 
part of the Forfeitures upon ſuch Seizures. 
And alſo for their Acting, or Omitting 
nothing which may tend to the Prejudice 
of Our Revenue. And laſtly We do here- 
„Aby Grant and Declare, that you Our faid 
- Commiſſioners ſhall and may have, hold, ex- 
erciſe and Enjoy the ſeveral Powers and 
Authorities aforeſaid, during Our Will and 
Pleaſure only. In Witneſs whereof We 
have Cauſed theſe Our Letters to be made 
Patents. Witneſs Our Self at eſtminſter, 
the 28ch Day of June in the 4th Year of 
Our Reign. 0 


Clerk, 
By Writ of Privy Seal. 


In purſuance of this Commiſſion, the ſaid 
S Commiſſioners met in London at Founders 


for 


þ 


Hall in Lothbury Weekly, and gave orders 
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CaO, l 
for the fitting outof ſeveral Shallops for Cruiſ- 
ing, and appointed Land Officers to have 
inſpection upon the Coaſt of the County of 
Kent, who were frequently diſturb'd in the 
Exerciſe of their Office by conſiderable Num- 
bers of Fre nch that came Armed aſhore to 


Trac 
Affa 


Guard and Cover the Exporters. Upon N. 
this a Troop of Horſe was ſent down to Nader 
aſſiſt the Officers, but what aſſiſtance they Nus by 
gave was chiefly to the Owlers, who brib'd Hof tt 
'em to connive at the Exportation of the Maje! 
Wool: Nay ſome of *em have own'd ſince, Nog of 
that they not only conniv'd at that clan- {ities 
deſtine Practice, but /left their Stable doors IN 
open upon compact with the Exporters, mim 
to give them an opportunity of making uſe hy re 
of their Horſes in the Night time for con- Offen 
veying the Wool to the Sea ſide where the Wang 
Shallops lay ready to receive it. may 

In fine, the ſaid Commiſſioners having ex- or tl 
pended many Hundred Pounds of their is 
own more than was Collected, and ſeeing Nonſic 
noMkelihood of being either reimburs'd, or. Repo: 
procuring, a ſufficient Sum to anſwer the Mitte: 
charge of carrying on ſo important a Work, Ny w 
did thereupon fail off and decline acting. o th 

Matters being come to this paſs, the he T. 
Clothiers of the Weſtern Parts repreſent- 
ed their Cafe in a Petition to the King We 
and Council, who thereupon ordered Nhe ce 
the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms to be p 
make a2 Report, to the Committee of an 

Trade, Miderat 


toms ; 


— 


% 370 


- 
f 


Affair. 
| The Report was as follows. 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhips ; By an Or- 


us by Sir John Nickolns, upon the Petition 
of the Commiſſioners appointed by His late 
Majeſty for the preventing the Exportati- 
on of Wool; Complaining that great quan- 
Ititics of Wool are daily Tranſported, to 
rance, by loading it on Privateers Com- 
miſſionated againſt the Hollanders, which 


TW TT LV 7. ws fowl} W * 29 


* 3 


77 


Offenders they are not able to ſuppreſs. 
\nd therefore Praying that ſome means 
may be uſed for preventing this practice 
or the future. 

His Majeſty being pleas'd to refer the 
onſideration thereof to us, requiring us40 
eport to the Right Honourable the Com- 
ittee of Trade and Plantations what Reme- 
y we conceive moſt proper to put a top 
0 the growing miſchief ſo prejudicial to 
ne Trade and welfare of this Kingdom. 


We Humbly Report that it hath been 
Je conſtant Opinion of this Board, that 
ie preventing the Exportation of Wool, 
3 a matter of great Moment and Con- 


koms, as to the Trade and Welfare of 
N 33 This 


Trade, of their Opinion relating to that 


der of His Majeſty in Council, ſignified to 


dy reaſon of the Strength and Number of 


deration as well to the Revenue of Cu- 


6380 
this Kingdom; And ſo do Humbly acquaint 
your Lordſhips, that ſince the Year 1685, 
the Crown hath been and is at an Extra- 
ordinary expence of Seven or Eight Hun- 
dred Pounds per Annum at leaſt out of the 
Revenues of the Cuſtoins in the maintain- 
ing of Veſlels at Sea in that ſervice, be- 
des an allowance of a Moity of the King's 
Forfeitures of all Wool Seized, and all o- 
ther Forfeitures by the Act for the pre- 
venting the Exportation thereof, as a Boun- 
ty for the incouragement of ſuch as ſhould 
Seize or make a diſcovery of the Fraud 
relating thereto. And becauſe that Expence 
and Bounty from the Crown was not found 
{ſufficient to undertake and carry on the 
Charge of the ſaid ſervice; His late Ma- 
jeſty was pleaſed upon the Petition of the 
Clothiers and Factors, and from the Re- 
port from this Board to your Lordſhips, 
to Iſſue out the aforeſaid Commiſſion to 
prevent the Exportation of Wool, to cer- 
tain Perſons to Collect a voluntary contri- 
bution towards the ſame. And if the ſaid 
Commiſſion be determined, it is the Opini- 
on of this Board that the Laws prohibi- 
ting the Exportation of Wool, cannot be 
duly. put in Execution, and the Evils effe- 
8 prevented, without ſome Perſons 

ommiſſionated as before, fit to be truſted 
with a matter of this Nature, be employ'd 
therein, with a conſiderable ſupply of Mo- 
0 — 
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for 


& AS. 
ſervice, 2 or 3 Thouſand Pound per An- 
num at leaſt, over and above all Fine sand 
Forfeitures; and in the mean time we con- 
ceive it will conduce much to the ſervice 
aforeſaid, if His Majeſty ſhould be pleaſed 
by His Royal Proclamation to revive the Pro- 
clamation which was made by His late Ma- 
jeſty touching thts Matrer, 


Cuſtom Ho ſe London 
March the 4th, 1689. 


Tho. Worden | ri 
Dudly North C Commiſſioners. 
Will. Culliford Rs 


This was only intended for the County 
of Kent; for the Weſt and the North Coun- 
ties had not then ſo much knowledge of 
the Exporting Trade as they have now. 

By this Report *tis apparent that the 
Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms then in being, 
were highly ſenſible from their own Expe- 
rience, of the great difficulty and charge 
of preventing the Exportation of Wool. 
Particularly they found Rumney Marſh and 
the other places on the Coaſt of Kerr, very 
hard to be guarded ; and their chief En- 


deavours were levell'd upon that Coaſt : 


for at that time of Day there was not ſuch 
Exportation from Norfolk, Lincolnſhire and 
the Borders of Scorland, as hath been pra- 

| D 4 ctiſed 


( 40 
Qiſed ſince, In ſhort, They found their 


Officers very remiſs in doing their Duty, 


At laſt the Clothiers from, ſeveral Coun- 
t ies repreſented the Grievance to the 
Parliament, and the Report abovemention'd 
being taken into conſideration, a Bill was 
prepar'd and brought in for the more Ef. 
fectual preventing the Exportation of Wool, 


which paſſed into an Act in the Firſt Year 


of the Reign of King William and Queen 


Mary. 


In the Preamble of that AQ, the Re- 
miſneſs and Negligence of the Officers em- 


Ploy'd is taken notice of to be of very 
bad conſequence, tending to the ruin and 
undoing of. many of the Subjects, and the 


great diminution of the Trade of this King- 
dom. In ſhort, in this Act, particular and 


ſeparate Commiſſioners were appointed for 
preyenting the Exportation of Wool, Ful- 


lers-Earth, Cc. The Perſons nominated for 
that end i in the Act, were Perſons of known 


integrity and worth, and both intereſted 


in, and zealous Patrons of the Woollen Ma- 
nufacture. But for want of Mony to de- 
fray the. charges of Officers, Courts-ſitting 
Cc. They were forced to decline acting 
for ſome Vears, till at laſt the Exportati · 
on became ſo barefac'd, not only in Kent 


and Suſſex, but alſo upon the Borders of 
Scotland, and in ſeveral Maritim Counties 


of this Kingdom; whereupon the Merchants 


and Clothiers of the Northern parts made 


preſlivg | 


* 
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preſſing ſolicitations to Sir Henry Goode- 
rick, a Yorkſhire Gentleman, one of the Com- 


miſſioners nominated in the Act, to call 
together a meeting of the Commiſſioners 


for applying ſome Remedy to the Reign- 


ing Evil, and giving the neceſſary Orders 


to put the Laws in Execution. Purſuant 
to their repeated requeſt, that worthy Gen- 


tleman did forthwith - procure a. Meeting of 


ſuch of the Commiſſioners as were then 
in and about the City of London. They 
met at the Guild Hall of London July 224. 
1698. And conſidering that they had no 
Proviſion: of Mony for defraying the char- 
ges of Officers; (upon which head the King in, 
Council had been Petitioned, and the mat- 
ter referr'd to the Lords of the Treaſury ) 
they immediately drew up the following 


Repreſentation to the Lords of the Trea- 


{ury; 
May it Pleaſe your Lordſhips, | 


Several of the Commiſſioners appointed 
for preventing the Exportation of Wool, 


Cc. having this Day met at Guild-Hall, 


in order to the putting the ſaid Acts in 
Execution, have agreed unanimouſly Hum- 
| bly to Repreſent to your Lordfhips con- 
ſideration the preſſing neceſſity of your 
Lordſhips taking ſuch favourable Reſoluti- 
ons upon the Reference lately made by 


His Majeſty in full Council, to a petiti- 


on Signed by ſeveral Merchants and Emi- 
5 nent 
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nent Traders of this City to the ends 
abovementioned, which we preſume ere 
this 1s laid before your Lordſhips. 
And we are the more embolden'd hereto 
by the frequent and. certain Informations 
we have received that great Quantities of 


Wool have lately been Tranſported into 


Foreign Parts, and much more thereof is 
probably prepared for the ſame End, to 


the great diſcouragement of the Woollen 
Manufacture. 


Our Duty obliges us to this 
Repreſentation and our 
{elves to be | 


Your Lordſhips moſt Humble Servants. 


Guild Hall London 
July 26. 1698 


This was Signed by Sir Henry Gooderick 
Chairman,and cheCommilſioners then preſent 


At the ſame time: theſe worthy Gen- 
tlemen being tonch'd with a deep ſenſe of 


the preſent diſtreſs of the Northern parts, 


did upon Reading feveral Acts of Parlia- 
ment, and trom thence debating the mat- 


ter, conclude to ſend Officers into the Coun- 


ties bordering upon Scotland with neceſ- 
ſary Inſtructions how to act. 
As ſoon as theſe Officers arrived at their 


reſpective Poſts, they acted both with cou- 
ze 


ends 
ere 


reto 
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rage and zeal; for in leſs than two Months 


time, they ſent up ſeveral Informations to 


be exhibited in the Court of Exchequer 
againſt Perſons that they had diſcovered to 
be Tranſporters of Wool; and made ma- 
ny Seizures of Wool, which upon due Pro- 
ſecution were Condemn'd. I ſhall only 
mention one Seizure in which they 
met with Oppoſition, and had not only 
the Wool wreſted out of their Hands, but 
were dangerouſly wounded and left for 
Dead by ſome Scots Dragoons that ſur- 
pris'd and overpowered them in the Night 


time, and were ſuppos'd to be encourag- 


ed and countenanc'd in the Attempt, by 


ſome Gentlemen of the County of Wor- 


thumberland, who were great Breeders of 
Sheep; and had been accuſtom'd to drive 
'em from the Borders into Scotland, near 
the time of Shearing, and to drive em back 
again in the Night time after they were 
Pp 8 
In the Biſboprick of Durham a French 
Ship was Seized, that had been a Priva- 
teer named the Fox of Dunkirk, which was 
appraiſed and condemned, and Three of 
the Perſons concern'd ig Tranſporting of 
Wool taken and committed to Durham 
Goal, being the Maſter and Owners of 
the ſaid Ship. | 
Soon after Complaints came, and Affida- 
vits were ſent up to the ſaid Commiſſio- 


ners, of many and great abuſes com 
| te 
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ted in violation of the Laws made againſt 


the Exportation of Wool, Fullers Earth, 
Cc. in the Weſtern Counties, particularly 
Hampſhire, and the Iſie of Might; where- 
upon the ſaid Commiſſioners ſent Agents 


into thoſe Counties, who indeed did good 


and effectual ſervice. 
Having at that time the Honour to be 

one of the Commiſſioners nominated in the 

abovementioned Act of Parliament, I had oc- 


caſion to inſpect both the proceedings of 


the whole Commiſſion, and the return ſent 
us of Seizures and Services done by theſe 
Agents; and ſhall therefore take occaſion 
here to preſent the Reader with a few 
Inſtances of the moſt ſignal ſervices done. 
One of the Kings Vatchs, called the Jſa- 
bella, was Seiz'd with a quantity of Gomb'd 
Wool on Board, ſtow'd under the Beds in 
the Cabbin. After that the ſaid Yatch and 
Wonl was Apprais'd, by virtue of a writ 
of Appraiſment out of the Exchequer ; but 


ſo it was that the Wool was only Condemn'd, 


the Yatch beipg claim'd by the King's At- 
torney General and ſecurity given to ſtand 
Tryal. But whether for want of Money 
to carry on the Tryal, or for diſagree- 
ment amoneglt the Officers, the matter 
was not proſecuted to due purpoſe: S0 
that the Officers were in effect loſers by 
their Seizure, for the Wool when Con- 
demn'd did little more than defray the 
charge of the Proſecution, as far as it 
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went: 
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went: Tho' indeed *rwas preſum'd His 


Majeſty would have otherwiſe Rewarded - 


them for their good Services. 

There were many Seizures of Wool 
made in ſeveral other Maritim Counties. 
A Seizure was made and Condenin'd in 
Dorſetſhire. The ſame thing happened in 


Devenſhire and Cornwall. In Lincoln ſeveral 


Seizures were made and lodg'd in the Cu- 
ſtom-Houſe; but the Officers having ex- 
pended their Subſtance in maintaining 
themſelves and their Horſes in the ſervice, 
had not Mony to purſue the Condemna- 
tion; and for the 10 
obliged to drop the Informations they had 
laid againſt ſeveral whom they had diſco- 
vered to have been Exporters of great 
quantities of Wool to France. 

In MNorkfolk a remarkable Seizure was 


| made at Yarmouth, of a Ship laden with 


ſcouring Clay for Holland, the Owners of 
which denied it to be ſuch, for 
that they frequently Shipp'd it off for Pot- 
ters Clay, as they pretended. In making 
this Seizure the Officers met with much 
difficulty and oppoſition; for the Owner 
of the Ground where the Clay was dug 
being a wealthy Man, and a Perſon of 
good Eſteem, rais'd the Town on the 
Oſlicers, upon which they were ſo pelted 
with Stones that they ſcap'd narrowly 
with their Liyes. A ſample of the Clay 
was Iodg'd by the Wool Officers in the 


Cuſtom- | 


me reaſon, they were 


ces of the like nature, proy'd not only 
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Cuſtom-houſe ; and the Commiſſioners for 


Wool having ſent for ſome of it up, they 
ſeat it to an Eminent Potter in St. Ka- 
therines, to have it prov'd whether it would 
make into Pots or not. Accordingly the 
Potter tryed it, and found that it would 
not make into Pots, without a mixture of 
Potters Clay, and even then it did not 


make ſo well as the Potters own Clay 


which was much coarſer. This done, Or- 
ders were given to prove it in a Fulling 
Mill in the ſcouring of Cloth, which it 
effected ſo well, that the Fuller preferr'd 
it before Fullers Earth. Matters being thus 
prepar d, a Proſecution was commenc'd a- 


gainſt the Tranſporters, grounded on the 


Statute of 12. Charles 2d. but the defendant 
being a Perſon of Wealth and Intereſt, they 
were not able to carry it on for want of 
Mony. If the Officers had been able to 
purſue the Suit, the Earth then Seiz'd be- 
ing 24 Tun, with the addition of the Pe- 
nalty given in the Statute, would have a- 
mounted to above Fifteen Thouſand 


Pounds. Whatever was in that matter, 


the chief Agent of that County in whoſe 
Name the Suit was commenc'd, diſappear'd 
and left England, which gave ſome ſuſpiti- 
on of under-hand dealing : The inferior 
Officers being left expoſed to ruin, after 
ſpending their Subſtance in an imperfect 
Proſecution. This and ſome other Inſtan- 


A 
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a ſevere hardſhip upon the particular Offi 
cers concern'd, but matter of diſcourage- 
ment to all the reſt, who not only hazard- 
ed their Lives, but expended their Sub- 
ſtances in hopes of a juſt Retribution. 
The ſaid Commiſſioners fitted out a ſmall 
Sloop under the Command of one Cap- 
tain Edwards (a Perſon who very well 
knew the intreagues and ways of the Ow- 
lers) who Seiz'd great quantities of Wool, 
on Board ſeveral Ships and Boats, which 
he Proſecuted in the Court of Exchequer. 
| will mentiqq one more remarkable than 
the reſt, viz. a ſmall Boat of about 5 or 
6 Tun, which had carried Wool frequently 
to France, under one Cauſey the owner there- 
of a Notorious Owler ; in which Boat beſides 
Wool was found, French Colours, and alſo 
Granado ſhells, with Iron Spikes, which 
tis believed were prepared for being hand- 
ed into any Boat that ſhould come to 
Board or Examine them; which murde- 
ring Engine, would ſtick faſt wherever it 
fell upon Wood, and would in the — 
have ſank a ſmall Boat, and either kill 
or wonnded thoſe in it. The Colours and one 
of the Shells was brought before the Commiſſi- 
oners, and a Proſecution was ordered to be 
carried on againſt Cauſey and his ad- 
herents. 17 
This ſmall Sloop took more Wool in 
Eighteen Months, than all the Frigats and 
Sloops, eſtabliſhed for that purpoſe, or 
one 
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done for many Years, as can be demon- 


ſtrated. This Captain Eawards, Seiz'd alſo 
a French Veſlel, and a Dutch one, with à 
conſiderable quantity of Wool, which was 
Condemned, but the Ships freed by his Ma- 
jeſty's Order, for that they were freight- 
ed out with Merchants Goods; for which 
Good ſervice His -Majeſty King William 
ordered the Lords of the Admiralty then 
in being to Poſt the ſaid Captain in a 
gth Rate Man of War, or take his Sloop 
into the pay of a 6th Rate: The Captain 
having had good ſucceſs, and,;hopes of fur- 
ther in his ſmall nimble failing Sloop con- 
tinued in it, and had the ſaid Pay, beſides one 
Hundred Pound in Money, and was Victual- 


ed alſo out of tho Kings Stores. 1 might 


Enlarge both on his Services and Suffe- 
rings for the Government, but for brevi- 
ties ſake I omit *em. ; 


. To conclude, the Agents and Officers 


* 


did wonderful good ſervice every where, 


and the Commiſſioners were extreamly well 
pleaſed that they had been capable to make 
ſuch a regulation as ſeem'd to Promiſe 
well, But at laſt there being no poſſibi- 
lity of obtaining Money out of the Exche- 
quer to pay the Officers for their good 
Services, and Reimburſe what the poor 


Men had expended out of their own Sub- 


ſtance; the Officers were forced to decline 


acting, and withdraw themſelves after ha- 


ving met with very ill treatment in ma- 
| ny 
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ny Countries, by having Seizures taken 
from them by Replevy 's contrary to Law, 
and ſometimes reſcued from them by force; 
and being put to great Trouble in moſt 
Countries 1n prevailing with the Grower of 
Wool to make his Entry after ſhearing as 
the Law direQs. | 


And here it may not be improper to 
mention the Expences thoſe Officers Em- 
ploy'd by the Commiſſioners for Wool, 
were at, In maintaining themſelves and 
Horſes ; and carrying on Proſecutions on 
Informations againſt the Offenders in the 


ſeveral Maritim 
med. vix. 


Northambertuad — 5 ol 


Counties hereafter na- 


— 1 


4 5 
380 


Biſhoprick of Durham —— 270 


Cumberland — — 340 
Weſtmorland — — 

Yorkſhire —_____o 520 % 
Cheſhſhire | — —. — — 5 . 
Lancaſhire ——— q 


[inc olnſhir (4 — — 


190 


160 
200 


— 740 


NH .. ĩñ2 —ꝛ—ſ, 590 
Suffolk — —— — 270 


London and Surry — — — 200 


Suſſex # 


Dorſetſhire — — 


— — — —— 350 


— — : - b - 


Hampſhire and Ile of Wizhs 


TP 
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Yomerſes and City of Brio! — — 220 


E Dean 
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Lune 


Devonſbire⁊ 
„„ Fr 
North and South Wales - —— 750 


The fitting out a Sloop and Main-) 


taining the fame, with other in- 
cident Charges that attended 880 
the ſitting of the Commiſſio 

ners, Cc. 


—U— — — — 


—— — — 


The Total . ©9940 
| Note, That the Officers who had Depu- 


_ tations from the Commiſſioners of Wool, 


voluntarily offer'd to ſerve the Govern- 
ment at no purchace no pay, being upon 


their application to them told that there 


was, no Proviſion made by the Govern: 
ment for giving them Salaries, for the Main- 
taining of themſelves and Horſes; but that 
Endeavours ſhould be uſed to obtain Mo- 


any from the then Lords of His Majeſty's 
Treaſury, which was done accordingly, but to 


no effect, by reaſon of the War: Now 
ſhould that Commiſſion be put on foot 
by Her Majeſty's order, or the Parliament, | 
will ſay that ſome of thoſe Officers ſpo- 
ken of, would be the moſt proper Perſons 
to be Employ'd in that, ſervice as being 
Experienced in the Laws, and in making 


bf Seizures and diſcoveries of the Offen- 


ders. 
The Entry of Wool, *'tis true is 
51 te to be made by the Officers of the 
Cuſtoms, 


0 
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Cuſtoms, on the Sea Coaſt but was and is to 
this day neglected by them, except in Kent and 
Suſſex, for having occaſion my ſelf to go to 2 
or 3 Ports upon Buſineſs, I took occaſion to 
call upon the Officers to know what they 
did in that matter, by whom I was an- 
ſwered , that what was brought to them 
they Entred; but having no Horſes al- 
lowed them, nor any additional fallary for 
that ſervice, they did not think it their 


Buſineſs to look after it. I replied that 


ir was their indiſpenſible duty, for that the 
Act of Parliament did poſitively require it 
and order'd that upon Refuſal or negled 
of ſuch Entry, all the unentred Wool ſhould 
be Seiz d. To this they replied again, 
that if they ſhould make ſach Seizures, al 
the Country, eſpecially the Gentry and land- 
ed Men, would be diſguſted with it to 
the higheſt degree, | 


Such were the Methods that have been 


hitherto taken for preventing the Expor- 
ration of Wool by land Service: And if 


we take a view of the Methods taken to 


prevent it by Sea Service, we'll find them 
equally chargeable and ineffectual. In the 
Seventh and Eighth Year of King William, 
twas enacted that the then Lord high Ad- 
miral, or the Commiſſioners for Executing 
that Office, ſhould direct and appoint one 
Firfth Rate, two Sixth Rates, and Fout 
Armed Sloops, to cruiſe conſtantly from 


the North-foreland, to the Iſle of Wight, 
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with orders to take and Seize all Ships; 


Veſſels, or Boats, that offer'd to export 
any Wool, or carry or bring any prohi- 
bited Goods, or ſuſpected Perſons. In pur- 


ſuance of this order, thoſe Ships and Sloops 


were accordingly fitted out, and the King- 
dom was at a very great Annual Expence 
in Maintaining them. There was alſo 
Eſtabliſh'd by Warrant from the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lords of the Treaſury, three 
Sloops, in the Month of March 1697, which 
prov'd both Chargeable and Ineffectual. In 
January 1693. The Parliament order'd the 
Admiralty to lay before them an Account 
of the yearly charge of each of thoſe Fri- 
gats and Sloops, for Wages, Victuals, 
Wear and Tear, excluſive of .the Charge 
of the Office of Ordnance. Accordingly 
an Account was given in, relating both to 
the Frigats and Sloops, fitted out by the 
Admiralty, and to the Sloops fitted out 
by Warrant from the Lords of the 
Treaſury, vix. 15 if 


Rates 


Ra 


* 
Rates. Ship- N 
z Loa he Iſle of 
th Love. Between the Ille or 
White and Beachy 97020 


6th Deal. Between the Neeſe | 
Caſtle. and Beechy h 2 


Advice- Expreſs. Between the Neeſe 
Boats. and Beechy Torso 


MHeſſen- Between the Two | 
ger. Furlongs Foz860 


Brigan- the Fly. The yearly charge 
tines. given in 521820 


Intelli- The yearly 58 
Hence: Charge 1 


the Spy. Between the ry 18 
| Foreland and Ne _ 


| — • 


23920 
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being demanded what Seizures of Wool 
was made by any of the ſaid Friggats 
or Sloops. 
The Anſwer was 
That occaſionally they ſtopped Sixteen 
Packs of Wool which fell i into the Officers 
of the 8 Hands, Cc. | 
E 3 The 
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The Three Sloops fitted out by War- 


rant from the Right Honourable the Lords 
of the Treaſury, in the. Month of March 


1697. 


Sloops No. of Their Station of yearly Char. 
Name, Men. Cruiſing 
From the North 75 Need 00474 


Dover, 14 
| | land to Dungineſs 


Rye. 16 From Dungineſs to * : : 
ED Beechy Head ae ne RE 
Sheorum 15 From Beechy- Head to 8 8 


Chi cheſter 


8 of the Annual Charge 01 503 o 
Theſe 3 Sloops being bought at * 00593 o1 
kirk * Oftend Colt N 


For fitting them out to Sea, Coſt vix . 


The Dover Sloop. 88225 3 
Rye Sloop 00184 14 
Shorum Sloop 00200 og 
The Total Charge is 02706 ©7 
The Annual Charges of the Riding Officers - 
in the Counties of Kent and Suſſex. 
given in by the Commiſſioners of wet 
Cuſtoms, viz. | 
| Kent 22320 6 00 
Suſſex n 
95096 0 


med Sloops appointed by the Ad: & 
miralty amounts to | 


The Charge of the 2 Frigats and 4 Ar- 
. 239209 ©0 


: The Annual charge of the whole! in — 29016 07. 


ſeveral Particulars 


. 
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Further, in the Toth and 11th Years of 
the Reign of King William, an AQ was 
made for preventing the Exportation of 
Wool out of the Kingdoms of England 
and Jreland into Foreign Parts; by which 
it was. Enacted, that the Lord High Ad- 


miral of England, or Commiſſioners for 
Executing the Office of High Admiral for 


the time being, ſhould direct and appoint 
2 Ships of the 5th Rate, and 2 Ships of 
the 6th Rate, and 8 Armed Sloops, con- 


ſtantly to Cruiſe on the Coaſt of England 
and Ireland, particularly betwixt the North 


of Ireland and Scotland, for preventing the 
Exportation of Wool from Jreland into 
Scotland, France and other Foreign Parts; 
in which Act very large Rewards are gi- 
ven to the Officers and Mariners for Seiz- 
ing of Wool intended for Tranſportati- 
os 5155; * We 3 e fold 
Now it being the conſtant Practice with 
unwearied diligence of the Scots, by deep 


lay'd contrivances, to obtain the Wool of 


Ireland as well as that of England, and 
Ship it off to France and Swedeland, with that 
of their own Growth mixed with it, hav- 


ing Profitable returns made them in Wines, 


Brandy, Silks, Gc. It is highly neceſſary 
that ſome Sloops.and a Frigate .or two, 
ſhould conſtantly Cruiſe on that Coaſt, yet, 
(with Submiſſion) I thinkhat two Frigats of 
the 6th Rate, and two Armed Sloops are ſuf- 
icient to be employ'd in that Service; and 


E 4 | that 
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that for the prevention of any Ship freighted 


with Wool for England its going to France, 
2 other Sloops ſhould be employ'd as Convoys 
to ſee the ſaid Wool landed in England, 


at the reſpective Ports allowed of and ap- 


pointed by Acts of Parliament; and that 


Officers ſhould be appointed on Land,for En- 


tring ſuch Wool from whom it came, and to 
whom conſigned : Now ſuch Frigats and 
Sloops being reduced to half the Number, 
which may very well be done, if a pro- 
hibition be lay'd on Wool's paſſing by Wa- 
ter Carriage: Riding Officers might be 
Eſtabliſhed for Guarding the Coaſt of Jre- 
land as in England, and that with a quar- 
ter part of the Charge the Frigats and 
Sloops, propoſed to be recalled, do ſtand 
the Government in. Were this but done 
I verily believe that the Exportation of 
Wool from Ireland, would. be effectually 
ſuppreſſed; which now is, through the vaſt 
quantities that's Shipp'd for France and 
Swedeland, highly prejudicial to the' Manu- 
facturies and Merchants of England and to the 
Revenues of the Crown. And here I can- 
not omit taking notice of one thing that 
in my opinion is alſo prejudicial to the 
Subjects of England, Namely, the prohi- 
bition of Jriſb black Cattle, for thereby 
the Irijh are become great Breeders of 
Sheep, which makes ſach a ſtock of Wool 
on their Hands, that they contrive to 
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Export upon a proſpect of far greater gain 
than they have in ſending it to England, 
being by the Laws of England reſtrain'd 
from ſending it into Foreign Parts when 
Manufactured into Cloth or Stuffs Cc. 
Now, were our own and their Wool fe- 
cured to our own MannufaQturies, we might 


afford ro give them a better Price for 


their Wool and Yarn than now we do. 
Now it may, by ſome of the Gentlemen 


in the Northern parts of this Kingdom, 


he Objected, that, the greater Breed of 
Cattle we have in England, the greater 
benefit will accrew to the Subject in the 
cheapneſs of Proviſion, and that the pro- 
hibiting Iriſh Cattle cannot affect the Wool- 
len Manufacture of England ſo as to be 
prejudicial 'to it; but on the contrary ve- 
ry Advantageous in that, the greater quan- 
tity of Wool is imported from 7reland to 
England, the cheaper our 'Cloth and Stuffs 
will be made, whereby we may under ſel] o- 
ther Nations abroad, & | 

In anſwer to which, it may be alledged, 
That when the Tri Cattle were brought 
into England, Beef was one Fifth part cheap- | 
er than it has been ſince; the Grazier was 
alſo benefited, for that thoſe Triſh Cattle 
were ſooner fatted, and fold more to their 
profit than our own Breed; but what is 
more, the Trading Subjects of England 


were generaly benefited by it; for the 


greateſt part of the Money receiv'd Pe 
f | ie uch 
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ſuch Cattle was laid out in Commodities 
which they carried home with them, vis. 
Woollen Cloth, Stuff, Silks, Gold and Sil- 
ver Lace, and many other Wares. Tis true 


the greater quantity of Wool comes from 


Ireland, the cheaper is Wool in Price, for 
it ſinks the Price of our Engliſ Wool 


to the manifeſt loſs of our Breeders of 


Sheep, which are more nmmerous than our 
Breeders of black Cattle ; and conſequently 
mult ſink the Price of Land : But what is much 
worſe, the Iriſh for want lof a vent of their 
Wool in England, do contrive to ſend it into 
Foreign Parts as I have beforementioned, 
to the apparent leſſening of our Wool- 


len Manufacture, and ſupporting and in- 


couraging of Foreign Manufactures, which 
could not otherways ſubſiſt, and which if 


not prevented will terminate in the utter 


Ruin of it; to the increaſe of our Poor, 
the ſinking the value of Land, the Dimi- 
niſhing of the Revenues of the Crown, and 
in ſhort the weakening our whole Con- 
ſtitution, and Strengthening our Enemies. 


And as to our going with cheap Cloth 


to Forreign Markets; we cannot be under- 
ſold by any, for that the Wool both of 
France, Holland, and almoſt all other Coun- 
tries except Spain, will not make Cloth 
either for ornament or ſervice, without 
ours to mix with it, ſo that, as I have be- 
fore told you Forreigners will be conſtrain- 
ed to give us our Price. | 


I 


09 

cannot but remember what a quick 
vent we had for our Cloth Cc. about 30 
Years ſince, when Wool was near double 
the price it is at now. Cloth then bore 
a price equivalent, and then it was that 
our Merchants Flouriſhed, and got great 
Eſtates without Complaints of the dearneſs 
of Goods; but then the enquiry was after 
the beſt made Goods for which a price 
4 not ſtinted, and not after the cheap- 
ell... | 

I could readily enlarge on the good and 
bad ſervices of the Officers appointed by 
the Commiſſioners Authorized by Act of 
Parliament for preventing the Expor- 


tation of Wool, Fullers Earth, &c. For I 


know ſeveral Inſtances both of uſeful and 
effectual diſcoveries, and of groſs and in- 
excuſable remiſneſs and illegal] Practices 
among them. But the Sketch I have al- 
ready given is ſufficient for what I aim 
at; viz, to determine which is the moſt 
effectual Method of preventing ſuch per- 
nicious Practices, whether a power lodg'd 
in the Commiſſioners of her Majeſties 
Cuſtoms, or otherwiſe. For my own part 
Ithink the Reader will join as wellas I with 
the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms that gave 
in the Report abovementioned, importing 
that the Laws againſt the Exportation can't 
well be put in due and effectual Execution, 
without it be lodg'd in the Hands of the 


Commiſſioners appointed and ſet apart or 
an at 


* 
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that purpoſe only, with a ſuitable ſupply 
of Money to anſwer the exigences of ſuch 
an important piece of Service. 1 

Tis true the Commiſſioners formerly 


Appointed and Anthoriz'd to act in this 


ſeparate manner, did not go through with 


the Execution of their Office, but diſcon- 


tinued and drop'd it. But when the true 
reaſon of that is duly weigh'd, *twill be 
found no argument againſt the expedien- 
cy and uſefulneſs of that Inſtitution ; for 
the only thing that baffled all their De- 
ſigns and Projects, was the not being a- 
ble to obtain either from the Treaſury 


or the Parliament, the Mony requiſite for 


Encouraging Officers, and promoting the 


Service; notwithſtanding their repeated 


ſolicitations for that effect, and the im- 
portuning Petitions of the Clothiers of 
ſeveral Clothing Counties for the ſame end. 
In effect, in the Year 1699 they Petitioned 
the - Parliament for a redreſs of this grie- 


vance which rendred all their Endeavours 


ineffectual; upon which the Parliament then 
in being, appointed a Committee to in- 
ſpect the Laws already made, and to con- 
ſider what Laws were needful to be fur- 
ther made for the more effectual prevent- 
ing the Exportation of Wool. This Com- 
mittee ordered the ſaid Commiſſioners to 
lay before them their Journal, wherein, were 
Entred all the proceedings of the Com- 
miſſioners, with an accopnt of all the Offi- 
3 | 85 f | = cers 


64 
cers employ'd by them in England and 
Wales, particulariſing where they were 
poſted, who recommended them, and what 
Security Bonds they had given for the due 
and faithful execution of their Truſt. At 
the ſame time they laid before the Com- 
mittee an Account of what Seizures they 
had made, with the value of each Seizure, 
when, where, by whom, and from whom 
'twas taken, with a Schedule of all the Af- 
ſidavits. They inform'd them particularly 
what of ſuch Seizures had been compound- 
ed for, how the Proſecutions and Infor- 
mations were made upon 'em, and to what 
uſe the Kings part of ſuch Seizures had 
been applied. All this was delivered to 
the Committee, and by the Order of the 
Honſe ſigned by three of the Commiſſio- 
ners, at the Bar of the Houſe, the Houſe 
then ſitting. Things being thus fairly 
| ſtated, if that Parliament had not been 
near expiring at that time, *twas not doubt- 
ed but that ſomething would have been 
done, in making the Laws againſt Expor- 
tation of Wool more effectual, or ma- 
king ſome proviſion to enable the Com- 
miſſioners to have allow'd competent ſa- 
laries to the Officers, to have anſwered 
all the incident Charges, and carried on 
the Proſecutions in the Exchequer with 
more vigor. But nothing being done, the 
Commiſſioners were not only diſcouraged 
but uncapable to purſue the ends of . 
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- Commiſſion, and the Officers after ſpend- 


ing their own Money, were forced to re- 
linquiſh the ſervice. Upon which the a- 
bovemention'd frauds were reviv'd with 
freſh force, and the good (though imper- 
tet) ſervices related above were diſcon- 
tinued. Es 
The reſult of all is,* that a ſeparate and 
peculiar Commiſſion for the preventing 
the Exportation of Wool, would be high- 
ly conducive to the Intereſt of this Nati- 
on: And for the readier removal of all 


inconveniences and diſorders, I preſume 


to offer the following Propoſals. 
PROPOSAL I. 


That the Water-Carriage of Wool 
ſhould be entirely prohibited, and that all 
Wool ſhould be convey'd from place to 
place only by Land-Carriage ; excepting 


what is Imported to our Continent from 


the adjacent Iſlands. I am very ſure that 


this one Prokibition would contribute in 


a great meaſure to the effectual prevent- 
ing the Exportation of our Wool, conſide- 
ring that moſt of the ſuccesful Frauds are 
carried on, under the pretence of con- 
veying from one Port to another. Of 
which I only beg liberty to give an In- 
ſtance or two, additional to what Pve ſaid 
before. Some few Years ago a Maſter of 
a VelRl took in Thirteen or Fifteen Packs 

SE: at 


10 
at the Port of Landon, pretending to be 
bound for Southampton (for Wool Ship'd 
at the Port of London for Southampton is 
frequently diſpos'd of as follows.) He gave 
in a ſurety Bond of 500 Pounds to deli- 
ver the like quantity at Southampton, and 
took his Cocket accordingly; all which one 
would"take ro be fair dealing. But ſo it 
was, as ſoon as he was out at Sea, he ſtood 
rowards the Coaſt of France, and putting 


into the neareſt Port exchanged his Wool 


for Silk, Brandy, and Linnen Cloth, with 
ſome ſprinkling of Piſtoles; retaining all 
the while the Pack Cloths in which the 
Wool had been pack d. This done he 
ſteers to the Iſle of Wight, where he ſoon 
tound a Chapman ready to give him Wool in 
exchange for his Brandy and Linnen Cloth. 
This Wool he pack'd up in the ſame Cloaths 
that the former had been, taking Care 
to obſerve the ſame quantity with thefor- 
mer ; and with that Cargo made the beſt 
of his way to the Port of Southampton; 
where he produced his Cocker, and the 
Wool and Packs agreeing in Weight, Num- 
ber and Mark with what was Exported 
from London, he was there upon cleared 
as a fair Trader. Now, if ſuch foul Stra- 
tagems are us'd in the great Port of Lon- 
don, what may not be done in the many 
out Ports of this Kingdom, from whence 
Wool is frequgntly Shipped for _— 
al 
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and the places where Woollen Manufactu- 
ries are ſettled. 

Another Inſtance I have known! in ſmall 
Veſſels paſſing with Wool from one Port 
to another, and taking in more at ſome 
Creek or Station where it lies ready for 
them, for this additional quantity they do 
not carry to the Port mention'd in their 
Cocket, but put on Board French Shallops 
that lye ready in the dark. Nights at cer- 
tain places, where they make Signals to 
direct the Veſlels where to come. And if 
the darkneſs of the Night favours, they 
lye by one another till they have mutually 
exchang'd their Goods. 

But there's a Bugbear of an Objection 
in the way, that ſome People are migh- 
tily ſtartled with, The Objection is this. 


Objection. 


If Wool were not aliow'd to be Salt: 
water born, or to paſs from one Port to 
another by ſhipping, *twould be a hard- 
ſhip upon the ManufaQurer and Trader, 
by reaſon of the extraordinary charge of 
Land carriage, which muſt needs advance 
the Price of our Woollen Manufactures, 
ans ſo 8 the Staple of our King- 
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Anſwer. 


I. That the greateſt part of the Clo- 
thiers and Manufacturers of Wool in ma- 
ny places of this Kingdom, have little or 
no Wool brought them by Water Car- 


riage, but all or much the greateſt part 


by Land Carriage. So that the prohibiti- 
on of Water born Wool can't affect them; 
on the contrary the omitting to prohibit 
it may diſcourage our Inland Manufactu- 
ries, as being by that means more charge- 
able than thoſe which have the opportu- 
nity of Navigation. | 


II. The chief Buyers or Ingroſſers of | 


Wool, who ſupply Norwich, Hull, Colche- 
ſter and other places near the Sea, can't 
ſave fabove Three Shillings a Pack 
by the Water carriage, upon a juſt parallel 
between the Chargeof that and the Land-car- 


riage. If they ſend a Pack of wool from London 


to Exeter, the Land carriage will not coſt 
above Thirteen ſhillings; and by Water 
carriage tlie Freight, Cocket, &c. will coſt 
Eleven ſhillings. Again a Pack of Wool 
ſent from London to Colchefter by Sea, will 
coſt for carriage Three ſhillings and fix- 
pence, and the Land carriage is but Four 
ſhillings and Sixpence. The Wool that 


goes from London to Selby, and fo to Wake- 


feld or Leeds, will coſt for Freight, Cocket, 


G 
lings per Pack, and by Land- carriage Fif. 
teen ſnillings or under. So that I preſume 
the greateſt diſproportion between the Sea 
and Land-Carriage is fo ſmall, that it will 
not pay for inſurance in time of War, or 
_counterballance the hazard of the Sea in 
time of Peace, Over and above all which, 
we are ſtill to remember that the Sea car- 
riage unavoidably damages the Wool, by 
the Fogs, Wet, Cc. to which *tis not 
expos'd in the Land carriage: And with- 
al that if all our Wool were carried by 
Land- carriage, the bulk and frequency of 
the carriage would in time bring it down 
to a cheaper Rate, upon the encourage- 
ment given to more Hands to employ 
themſelves that way. „„ 
Tiis apparent therefore, that the fear of 
a ſurpluſage of charge ariſing from this 
prohibition 1s groundleſs. Nay, on the 
contrary, many great and good Advanta- 
ges would accrue from it. Twould in the 
Firſt place effectually remove and fink the 
falſe pretenſions of the Owlers, who lodge 
their Wool near the Sea under the co- 
lour of Shipping it off to ſome tra- 
ding Town in the Kingdom, as it appears 
from the foregoing Inſtances. 

In a Second place *rwould prevent the 
Frauds of Officers in indorſing and return- 
ing of Cockets: For many of our Officers 
have favoured and abetted the Exporta- 
tion both of Wool and Fullers Earth from 
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our Sea-Ports, as it appears from ſome 
Inſtances gone before. 25 | 

A third Advantage would be, the re- 
ducing the Sloops and Frigats that Cruiſe 
upon our Coaſts, to a much ſmaller Num- 
ber, and ſo ſaving the Nation a great part 
of the Money expended upon that ſervice 
(a computation of which is inſerted above.) 
To be ſhort, I do not ſee any colour of 
Reaſon to diſcourage us, but many Argu- 
ments to invite us to make this prohibi- 
tion. There is one Article indeed of the Xcn- 
tiſh Wool ſhipp'd off at Rye, and conveyed by 
Sea carriage to Exeter, the Land Carriage 
of which would be dear ; but even in that 
the diſproportion is notꝭ ſo great as 
tis commonly took to be, to which if 
we throw in the danger and damages to 
which the Wool is expoſed, we can't rea- 


ſonably ſtifle an univerſal and National 


benefit to ſave ſuch an inconſiderable Par- 


PROPOSAL II. 


To reduce the quantity ſent to the Iſlands 
of Jarſey, Gnernſey, &c. to the ſame Stan- 
dard that was allow'd by the Act of the 
12th of King Charles II. which was thought 
to be more than could then be wrought 
up by the Poor Inhabitants. of theſe Iſlands; 
beſides what they have of their own growth 5 
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And withal to inflict the ſevere pe- 
nalties provided by Law agajnſt the Ship- 
ping or Exporting of Wool from En- 
gland or Ireland to the ſaid Iſlands, from a- 
ny Port but that of Southampton, as it ſtands 
now enacted by two Acts of Parliament 
viz. 12 Charles II. and, I. William and Ma. 
ry: Which Laws want to be put in ef- 
fectual Execution. 

This I mention as a neceſſary ſequel of 
the firſt Propoſal, for if more Wool be 
Exported to thoſe Iflands than they can 
Manufacture it muſt needs go to France, 
and if we are not very cantious in Ship- 
ping off what we ſend, twill be made uſe 
of as a Cover to unwarrantable practices. 
is therefore a ſeaſonable Propoſal to have 
thoſe Laws which are provided to the con- 
trary, put in full and due execution. 


PROPOSAL IH. -- 

To keep a Regiſter of Wool all over 
England This may ſeem difficult and in- 
tricate at firſt view, but I here ſubjoin a 
plain and eaſy Method of doing it with 
{mall charge, and fo as not to be trouble- 
ſome to any Gentleman or Grower of 
Wool. This I Propoſe in the following 
Articles. 

it Days after the Shear- 
ing, the Owner of the Wool or his Ser- 
vant, ſhall make Oath before ſome juſtice 
of the Peace in the reſpective County, 4 

. the 
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the Weight of the ſaid Wool; and thereupon 
take a Certificate conceiv'd in the follow- 
ing or the like Words. 
Theſe are to certify, that on the Day of the 
date hereof A. B. Servant of C. D. 
in the County of made Oath 
before me E. F. one of Her Ma- 
jeſties Juſtices of Peace for the ſaid 
County, that his Maſters Wool ſhorn 
did contain weight and no 
more, to the beſt of this Deponent's 
knowledge. Given under my Hand 
the Day of Cc. 


2. That Felmongers, and others that 


take the Wool off the pelt, ſhall every 

Months or oftner (if required) 

make Oath of the weight thereof, take a 

Certificate and cauſe the ſame to be Entred 
as follows. 

3. That no Grower of Wool, Felmonger, 


or other Perſon do offer their Wool to Sale 


before they make an Entry of this Certi- 
ficate with the Officer appointed for that 
Purpoſe, who is to file it, and to give ano- 
other conceiv'd in the following terms. 
Theſe are to Certifie that on the | 
Day of an Entry was made 
of weight of Wool, belong- 
ing to C. D. of according to a 
Certificate under the Hand of E F. 
one of Her Majeſties Juſtices of the 
the Peace for the County of 
2 = purſuant 
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purſuant to an Act of Parliament 

made, Cc. dated GW o. 
4. That the ſaid Officer ſhall give this 
- Certificate in a full ſheet of Paper, to the 
end that the Owner of the Wool thus 
_ certified may take upon the ſame Paper a 
receipt of the buyer, certifying the quan- 
_ tity bought, and the time when, by which 
means the Officer may be at any time ſa- 
tisfied what is Sold, and what not. And 
it the Owner can't produce a receipt cer- 
titving the Sale of this Wool, he is to 
forfeit . 

The form of the Buyers Receipt may 
be this. 

Memorandum the day of 

70 I A. B. of in the 
County of dought ef C. 
weight of Wool, Witneſs my Hand 
Ga. | | 

5. That one or two Officers in a Coun- 
ty may be ſufficient to take ſuch Entries, 
and return the ſame when received to the 
Grand Regiſter to be kept at London by 
Clerks under the Commiſſioners appointed 
tor preventing the Exportation of Wool. 
And that thoſe two Officers give their at- 
tendance every Market day in the Market 
Towns, within the reſpective County, be- 
twixt the firſt of May, and the laſt of Ju 
Which may ealily be done, as in Glouce- 
ſterſhire, for Inſtance, they are to ry 
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At Hampton on Tuesday. 
At Tetbury on Wedneſday. - 
At Cirenceſter on Friday 
15 At Glonceſter on Saturday. 
6. That none ſhall be allow'd to Buy 
the Wool thus Regiſtred, but the Manu— 


facturer or free Wool Stapler, or ſuch Per- 


ſons as ſhall be Licenſed by the Commiſ- 
ſioners for Wool, upon a recommendation 
from the Company of Wool-ſtaplers or 


ſome Eminent Clothiers ; the Perſons thus 


Licenſed, giving Bond to the Queen of 

Pounds, not to Tranſport Wool 
or be any ways aiding abetting or con- 
ſenting to the fame. By this means the 
Jobbers, and fuch others as Buy up Wool 
with intent to Tranſport it or fell it for 


that End, will be effectually ſecluded from 


the Market. | 
By a juſt Execution of theſe Articles a 


Regiſter of Wool might be Eftablithed, 


with great eaſe, and little charge. And 


how effequally that would prevent the 


fraudulent Exportation of Wool, is too 
evident to be further inſiſted upon. 

But, before I diſmiſs this Propoſal of 
a Regiſter, I cannot bur take notice that it 
may be of great Service to the Publick, 


* - 


if the Parliament and Her Majeſty, ſnould 


think fit to lay a Tax upon Wool, which 


I preſume might be done without prejudice 
either to the Landlord or Tennant. A 
Tax of one Farthing per Pound, to be 
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1 
payed by the Manufacturer, has been com- 
puted to amount to Eighty Thouſand 


Pounds a Year, over and above the charge 


of Collecting. Now in caſe of a Regiſter, 
the Regiſter Officers in the ſeveral Coun- 
ties might be the Collectors, and receive it 
at the ſame time of Entry, or elſe take 
Bond to the Queen payable in 

Months. All Cottages that do not, pay 


Scot and Lot to the Pariſh, and keep not 


above twelve Sheep, to be excus'd. 
If ſuch a Tax were laid only for three 
Years, *twould not be complain'd on, nor 


felt, as ſome other Taxes are which bring 


in leſs to the Crown, the charges of Col- 
letting being diſcounted. I am very fure 
that no Manufacturer would grudge a hea- 


vier Tax than this, if it brought along with. 


it ſuch an effectual Remedy againſt the Ex- 
portation of Wool as a Regiſter. 


PROPOSAL 1V. 


That a duty be laid on all Rough and 
undreſſed Cloth, and upon all white Cloth, 
Stuffs, and other Woollen goods Ship'd 
off White to Foreign Parts. 7 
Tho'this Propoſal does not relate directly 
to the Exportation of Wool, yet it tends 


immediately to redreſs the Grievances of 


our Woollen Manufacturers: For our Wool 
is not fully Manufactured till the Cloth or 


Stuff 
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CS 
stuff made of it be Dreſs'd and Dyed 
to inforce which there are Laws now in 
being. The Perſons injured by the Expor- 
tation of Woollen goods, White or Rongh, 
are the Cloth- workers, Dyers, Preſſers, Pack- 
ers, and Drawers, and many Poor Artifi- 
cers employ'd under them. To ſatisfy the 
Reader as to the loſs ſuſtain'd by our Tra- 
ding Subjects and conſequently by the 
whole Nation upon this ſcore, I ſhall here ſub- 
join a Computation of the loſs ariſing from 
the Exportation of one Payl or five Cloths 
of our Glouceſter or Wiltſhire Cloth going 
out of the Nation rough and undreſſed, 
5. | 
. . | * 

For the Roweing and Shearing o6 of 


For Dying, Wear and Tear 03 oo”. 


For Plaining, Preſling, Drawing,? 
Folding, Filletting and Pack- > 02 o 
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Suppoſing 600 Bayles which makes, 6000 
half Cloths or Pieces, were Shipped off jn 
one Year, for Holland, Germany, and other 
Foreign Countries, the loſs to the Artifi- 
cers for their Labour, will amount to no 
leſs than 6750 Pounds per Annum. And 
all this do our Dyers, Cloth-workers, &c. 


ſuffer, who live in and about London. And 


it being rational to ſuppoſe, that as many 
| | Cloths 


5 


„ 
Cloths are ſent White, as are Dreſ- 
ſed, our Dyers and Packers Labour i is loſt 
by that es well as by the other.- 

In ſhort if theſe Cloths be frat rough 
out of the Nation, the opportunity of. all 
this Workman! hip will be loſt to the 
Trading Subjects. Beſides, we ought to 
conſider the Ribbon made uſe of in 
heading the Cloth, and many of the tillets 
made of the Raw Silk, imported from Tarkey 
in return for cur Cloth.; not to mention 
many other particulars of the like nature, 
ſuch as the Canvas for Packing, Buck: om 
for letting Cc. which come from 1iam- 
burzh, in return for our Cloth, 

We may con-lude that Foreigners reap 
an extraordinary benefit in having our 
Cloth rough and undreſſed, whereby they 
may employ their own Artiſicers; other- 
wile they would not have made a Law 
prohibiting the Importation of Woollen 
Goods dy'd, under pain of Conſiſcation. 'Tis 
ſtrange, we can't be as unanimous in con- 
ſulting our Intereſt and, Advantage in 
Trade, as our Neighbours are upon their 
own Account. Undoubtedly we can ne- 
ver prevent their under-ſelling us with 
our own Manufacture, unleſs we load it 
with a duty, when Exported before the 
Manufacture is finiſned. All rough and un- 
dreſt Cloth will bear Twenty ſhillings duty at 
leaſt on every long Worceſter, and Ten ſhil- 


lings on N N. laſpire Cloth or other 
3 coarſe 
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coarſe Cloth: And every white Cloth dreſs d 


and undyed will bear Five ſhillings. 


Some are apt to object that ſo long as 
the Wool is ManufaQured into Cloth we 
ſuſtain no prejudice, and that if Merchants 
are not permitted to Export our Cloth 
Rough and Und yed, they muſt ſhift their 
hands to ſome other Branches of Trade; 
for that Foreigners will not Trade with 


us in a commodity laid under ſuch a re- 


ſtraint. | | 
I anſwer (as above) that the Wool is 


not fully Manufactured till the Cloth is 


dreſsd, that no prejudice but plain Ad- 
vantages redound to our own Traders 
from the duty now propos'd, and that as 
for Foreigners, they can't forbear Trading 
with us in a Commodity that is not to be 
had (fo good) elſwhere, without we ſend 
dem our own Materials; and further that 
by having our Cloth White and undreſled, 
they are enabled to underſel us in our own 
Commodity, upon the account that they can 


dye and dreſs cheaper than we, even though 


the dying Wares are had from vs; for the 
draw Backs upon the Export of dying 


Wares are ſo very conſiderable, that Fo- 


reigners carry them from us home, at a 
cheaper Rate than the Subjects of England 
can uſe them here: As it appears by the 


following Schedule of the draw backs al- 
low'd of the Cuſtoms charg'd on our dy- 


ing Wares Imported. 5 
| 1 Fo- 


„ 

Foreign Indigo pays im- 
ported per Tun 

There is allow'd for the 
draw back when ex ported 


Remains Cuſtom to Foreigners 09 07 oo 


Jamaica Indigo Imported 
2 _ ndigo Importe T2, o5 04 


The drawback allow'd is 21 og 04 


e 


Remains only O02 16. 00 


3 Logwood which comes 
from our own Planta- 
tions pays Imported p. 
'Tun e 

The drawback on Exporta- 7 
tion is 4 & 04 00 o 
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his is ſufficient to ſhew what a vaſt 
diſadvantage we lie under, inſomuch 
that the Art and uſe of Dying will be 
loſt in England without a ſpeedy preven- 
tion; ſince Foreigners dye cheaper with our 
own Goods than we can our ſelves. 
In the Year 1698. *Twas reſolv'd in 


a Committee of Parliament, that if the Du- 


ties were not leſſened to the conſumer here, 
or the Drawbacks taken off, the Manufa- 
cture 


755 00 oo 
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dure of England would be loſt : And withal 
that the duty of Aulnage, was a burthen 
upon the Subject. 

To conclude, this Article of the Dying 
Wares, falls heavy upon us, by vertue of 
the Granting of Patents. Allom, for In- 
ſtance, that was before at Ten Pounds a 
Tun is now advanced to Twenty Five 
pounds a Tun, but to be Ship'd off is ſold 
for Twenty Three Pounds. 


PROPOSAL V. 


To ſend a competent number of Offi- 
cers to all the Maritim Counties to guard 
the Coaſt. This may be done in a very 
regular method, and with no great charge, 
if Five or Seven Commiſſioners were ſer 
a part for ſecuring the Woollen Manu- 
factury, with a ſufficient proviſion of Mo- 
ney for the payment of Officers Salaries, 
and defraying all other incident Charges, 
If the firſt Propoſal is receiv'd, importing 
that all Water carriage of Wool ſhould 
be prohibited, part of the Money ſaved to 
the Nation by that prohibition, which us'd 
formerly to be ſpent upon Frigats and 
Sloops to Guard the Coaſt, (the amouut 
of which was computed above) would be 
ſufficient to employ a competent number of 
Riding Officers to guard the Coaſt, and 
keep the Wool from coming near the 
dea. | 4 To 
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Io ſhew that this is eaſily perform'd/i in a 
regular Method, and with ineonſiderable 
Charge to the Nation, bere inſert the 
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Liſt of the Officers needful to be Employed in 


Preventing the Exportation of Wool in the ſeve- 
ral Maritim Counties in 
ly Salaries Sc. 


England, with-their Year- 


Superviſors 1 3 


8 | No. of su- | Salleries pet. No. of Ri- | Salaties per Learly charge 
Counties Names ] perviſors Annum. ding Oflicers | Annum. — each . 
Northumberland | | : 
| and I 130 15 20 1500 
Biſhoprick of Durhan, | 9 8 5 2 
— — | — Se —a———_— — — 1 — — | | 5 | 
Cumberland | | 
and I 130 7 760 | 
Weſtmorland 2 : 3 — 
18 | po 120 8 4 . 480 2 
L ] . ” | | 2 
45 "2h 1 120 6 90 660 
| Cheſhire | PH 2 2 0 23 3 
| Lincolnſhire ” 120 0 . 2 1 
| EE wie 3 — — _ . 
Norſolk x eee 3 "00 „ 
2 8 WE EL Res 80 
| Suffolk JJ „ 
N N [ 120 7 90 750 
Ifle & Wight . Eg TE: i 
| Dorſetſure 5 ES: 120 3 * go. > 
| Devonſhir, © = EE 1 8 20 5 90 | 570 Foy 
Cornwall © 1 = 120 ER 7 OT 90 AE 
Somerſet 4 DRE: Et 
and 1 120 4 | 99 80 
City of Briſtol 5 4 


— 
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Note. The O flice of ever 
inſpect their bEhaviour, 


Fiaceh Riding 
for his Aſſiſtance, 


y Superviſor is to direct and appoint 
and Regiſter their proceedings. > 3 3 
Officer ſhalt be obliged to keep an able Man an and Horſe, to Ride with him 
and to be a Witneſs to his proceedings Ge. 

1 omit taking notice of the Counties of Kent and Suſſex, 
in ſome Years made, and Officers employ'd by the 
Captain Henry Baker, who is appointed General Surve 
great meaſure ſuppreſſed that pernicious Practice of 


„ 


The Anual Charge of the whole 8800 , 


for that an Eſtabliſhment has been 
Government, under the management of 
yor of the ſaid Counties ; and has in a 
Exporting Wool from Raumney Marſh tc 


France: by Proſecuting upon Informations ſome of the moſt notorious offenders ro Good effect 


recovering ſeveral conſiderable Sums from them in Her Majeſty's Court 
in England of the Officers Salaries, 
then others; my Reaſon for which, 


Nor do 1 make any deſtinction 


cheaper for living 


they are deputed to Act under, may ſes 


: 


to another. 


« 
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of Exchequer, &c. 
although ſome Counties are 
is, that the Commyſlioners or who eve 
cauſe ſometimes, to Exchange them from one County 


Now 


| 


the Poſt of the Riding Officer. 


> we 
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TOW in regard*Fany of the Wool- Markets in the Dominion of Wales, lye near the Sea; 
and that Wool has been Shipped of from thence into Foreign parts; it may be re- 
quiſite to Poſt ſome Officers there: And in regard many Places are Hilly or Mountainous, it may 
2e more proper to Employ Foot-Officers, for inſpecting into ſuſpicious Places, where Horſes can- 
not paſs. I have thazgfore Nominated but one Riding Officer for each County who ſhall keep 
: Man and Horſe, G. The Annual Salaries I think ſurficient for each of them is as 
ollows. : | 55 


Counties Names. Riding Officers. Foot Officers Salaries per Each Counties 


Annum. Charge. 
Monmouthſlure 1 70 
: : 130 
2 30 
Hamorganſhire > 70 _ 
1 Z zo 
C armarthenuſhire I | 70 1 
| | 2 30 3 
Pembrockſhire 5 70 | 
| 7 160 
| 3 30 
Cardiganſhire 3 I 70 
, 7 160 
1 30 
 Merionethſhire 1 | 70 1 
. 3 30 
Carnarvanſhire 2 1 70 10 
9 30 
9 — — ** — 3 — —— —„—y— etn—c — — —— — — — — — — — — 
Iſle of Angleſey 1 3 70 / 
is 35 + Ss 
— wo Ss, ——— — — —— — — — — —— — ä — ae — 
Denbyſbire „„ 7 N of * 
l * 30 130 * 
” » wy F 3 | | —_ 
_ Flintſhire I 55 1 
Flintſh 7 130 
| | 2 : 30 
ey —.— a ans + — ————— 2————— — — — OR on... 8 . | 
No. of Officers  - 10 25 Yearly Charge 1450 "= 


Object · Some may object that there is no occaſion for Officers in ſo many Counties in England or 
Wales. In Anſwer to which, a few Years ſince Two or Three of the moſt notorious Tranſpor- 
ters of Wool from Rumney Marſh, being Proſecuted in the Court of Exchequer and found guil- 
ty, fled from juſtice into Northumberland, where before they were diſcovered, they had convey'd great 


quantities of Wool from thoſe Parts into Scotland, and Io to France, and being diſcovered by ver- 


tue of a Proclamation iſſued out for taking of them, fled from thence, and were afterwards - 
heard of in Lincolnſhire and Norfelk, where they had employ'd Agents, and corrupted many: 
And its too much tas be feared, do ſtill lurk about in thoſe Parts, in regard ſo much'of their- 
large Combing-Wool has been diſcovered to be Exported of late Years, which was not be- 
fore Attempted, | h | 


IJ 
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F PROPOSAL, VI. 


To keep up our Woollen Manufacture, 
and retrieveing our loſt Credit amongſt 
other Nations, there's a neceſſity of regu- 
lating the abuſes daily committed amongſt 
our ſelves and our own Traders in that 


Manufactury, in making Cloth of unwar- 


rantable Goods, ſuch as ſnort Pinnions which 


is the droſſy matter comb'd out of our coarſer 


long Wool. In former Ages our Ance- 
ſtors were ſo circumſpect and tender of 


their Credit, that no ſuch thing was al- 


low'd to be made into Broad Cloth, but in 
Kerſeys and other narrow Goods. 
Another inſtance of the abuſes committed 
by our Traders in Wool, relates to the 
winding of the Wool at the time of Shear- 


ing; for in many of the Fleeces there is 
frequently found wound up Sand, Clay, 
Pitch, Daglocks, and other coarſe locks, 


unfit for any uſe ; by which means, the Buy- 
er, who ſeldom or never opens the Fleece 
at the time of Buying, is cheated one part 


in eight, if not more. In the Reſgns 


of Henry VIII, and Queen Elizabeth, there 
were Laws made for ſworn Winders; but 
theſe Laws did not extend to all the King- 


dom, only to ſome particular Counties, 


viz, Northampton, Leiceſter, Lincoln, &c. 1 wiſh 
that ſome ſuch Law were now Enacted, ſince 
the abuſe is diſreputable and pernicious to 
our Trade; and chat all Sheep were — 
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ed with Ruddle and not Pitch, as is done 
in Worceſter and Herrifordſbire. 
Io prevent the making of bad Cloth 
of unwarrantable Materials, care was ta- 
ken in former times,to fix a certain Breadth 
and Length in Cloth, after 1t came out of 
the Fulling-Mill, the failure of which was 2 
certain ſign of unwarrantable Ingredients. 
By former Statutes *rwas ordered to be 
Five quarters and half Broad, and a long 
Cloth 36 Yards long; and theſe Statutes 
are obſerv'd to this day in Worceſterſhire, 
where the Clothiers are incorporated, and 
according to the direction of the Law a 
Seal of Lead is affix'd at the head end of 
ſuch Cloth, with the water-length and 
breadth ſtruck upon the ſaid Seal: ſo that 
the Merchant or Buyer can 3 deceived ; 
for each Sort has a Mark pt up it in- 
timating the proportion of its Gbodneſs 
in the Wool, as a green Mark on one, a 
blue or yellow on another, &c. Theſe 
Marks are the Letters of the makers name 
fixed on the head ena of each Piece. By 
this means it comes to paſs that the Buy- 
er can't be impoſed upon as he is in the 
Oxfordſhire Cloth, and more eſpecially in 
that of Yorkſhire and Suffolk which cre 
made moſt part of Niles and other baſe 
and unwarantable Goods. 
The Bay-makers in Colcheſter and other 
places in Eſſex keep to a ſtinted Goodnels 
in their Bayes, * that the Merchants 
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(„) 
may and do take them upon Credit; and 
thereby they keep up a good Reputation 
both abroad and at home. 1 DEI 

But now we are ſpeaking of the Provi- 
fon made heretofore, to prevent the ma- 
king bad Cloth of unwarrantable goods, it 
falls properly in dur way to touch upon 


- 


the Aulnidge or Sealing of Cloth, which 


brings in a conſiderable duty. In the im: 
poſition of this duty, a charge is given 


to the Aulnidgers, to attend at each Ful- 
ling-Mill, and enquire into the quality of 


the Cloth made; taking care that the ſame 
contains in length and breadth, when out 
of the Mill and thicken'd, according to the 
Statute made in the Reign of Queen Eli- 
zabeth ; and that it have no deceitful Yara 
in it, that is Spun from Fell-Wool, 'or 
Lamb's-Wool. Such was the original in- 
tention of this Inſtitution; but now the 
goodneſs of the Cloth is not minded by 
the Aulnidger, if it does but pay the duty, 
which indeed is very conſiderable, viz: a 
Peny for every Rug, or Blankets, and Bay's, 
Perpetuano's, Stuffs, or other Wares in pro- 
portion; ſo that a Glouceſterſhire, Oxford- 
we, Wilſhire, and - other Country Cloth, 
hat's not mixed pays Three-pence, and 
a long Cloth Sixpence, and if any of theſe 
goods are found without the Seal afhx'd 
y the Aulnidger, they are Seizable by the 
Officers appointed by the Farmers of the 
tinidge duty. So that 2 attendance - 

| the 
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( (832) 
the Aulnidge Officers is now become a 
nuſance and an oppreſſion of the Subject, 


. Inſtead of a vigilant proviſion for their 


welfare; for inftead of looking after the 
true make of Cloth, Kerſeys, Serges, 
Cc. they. make it their whole buſineſs to 
attend the horſe Packs, and Waggons com- 
ing in, and tumble the Goods about in 
ſearching for the Seal. If they find no 
Seal upon the Cloth, or if it be drop'd off 
in the Carriage, they Sieze it, and lodge 
it in their Office; where they exact a fine 
from the owner before they part with it. 
Nay, they run into ſhops and tumble all 
the Goods in the ſnhops, and Sieze all Cloth 
that hath not this Seal; tho? it frequent- 
ly happens that a Draper, thro' forgetful- 
neſs, overlight, or ignorance, ſells the head 


end of the Cloth where the Seal is affix'd, 


and ſo the Seal is gone from him; even 
in this caſe they will ſeize the remain- 
ing part of the broken Cloth as being for- 
feited, unleſs the Draper can make Oath, 
that a Seal was affix d to it, and the Duty 
paid. But of late Years, if I miſtake not, 
molt of the Woollen-drapers, Mercers and 
other Shop-keepers - trading in Woollen 
Wares, have for Peace and Quietneſs fake 
paid a yearly ſtipend to the Farmer ot 
the Aulnidge, and ſo are not liable to the 
viſitation of the Officers. And indeed | 
mult ſay that the impoſitions laid on Trades - 
men by the Officers, were not ſo much ow- 

| | | 5 ing 
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ing to the Officers themſelves, as to the 


Farmers who employed them, and gave 
them inſtructions to act accordingly. But 


let that be as it will, 'tis plain that the 


original deſign of the Inſtitutioſ of the 
Aulnidge is quite loft and neglected, and 
the true make of Cloth is far from being 
minded; ſo that Tradeſmen have an un- 
controled liberty to make bad Cloth of 
what Materials they will, tho' never ſo 
detrimental to the Reputation and Intereſt 
of the Woollen Manufactury of England. 

Another thing that requires our conſi- 
deration, relating to the true make of 


Cloth, is the Condition and Qualifications 


of the Makers. In the Counties of Glou- 
ceſter, Somerſet, and Wiltſhire, a third part 
of the Clothiers are Perſons that never ſer- 
ved an Apprentiſhip to a Clothier, tho? 
the Statutes are poſitive in requiring them 
ſo to do: many of the Makers in thoſe 
Counties are ſuch as are truly ignorant 
of the true Method and Myſtery of either 
Sorting the Wool, Spooling or Warp- 
ing the Chain for the Weaver, Milling and 
rowing or ſhearing the Cloath when 
Mild, or the Dying, Racking, or Preſſing 
of it. Notwithſtanding this groſs and ſcan- 
dalous ignorance, they ſet up, for Clothi- 


ers, and buying their Yarn ready ſpun to. 


their hands, do for want of Judgment buy 
Yarn either made with deceitful goods, or 
elſe ſuch as is unſuty in the Spinning, eſpe- 
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cially the Warp. Then for want of judgment 


in ſorting of the Yarn thus bought, or for 
want of Stock to lay in a quantity, they 
frequently make rouey or Cockly Cloth, 
which being many times of different ſorts 
of Wool, does not prove in the Fulling- 
Mill, and fo becomes looſe and broken in 
the ground, and conſequently not to be 
brought to a length on the Tenter, or made 
even in the breadth. But all this makes 
but a few of the many inconveniences that 
attend an unskilful and ignorant Clothier, 
Though *tis allow'd by all experienced 
Makers of Cloth, that the ſtaler the Yarn 
is, the more and better Cloth it will make, 
if rightly manag' d: Yet our unskilful Clo- 
thiers take up new Yarn upon Credit, and 
make it into Cloth; and then run upon 
tick again for freſh Yarn, ſtill working it 
as faſt as they can, to make a return to an- 
ſwer their Credit. „„ 

I have known ſome unskilful Makers, 
come to London with five or ten Cloths, 
which perhaps they bave ſold in a quick 
Market, and ſo gone home again: But 
when the Merchants ſervant or drawer 
went to look them over and pearch them, 
they were found rouey and broken ground- 


ed, and deficient in the length and breadth 


required by the Statute, which provides 
that when Cloths are taken from the Ten- 
ter, they ſhould be forty four Yards in 
length, and in Breadth ſix quarters with- 


in 


„ 


in the liſt. Now, what is the conſequence 


and effect of this, but ruin to the Maker 
in the end, as well as deſtructive of the 


Honour, Reputation and Intereſt of the 
Trade: For upon ſuch a diſcovery the 
Merchant will not pay for the Cloth with- 


out a conſiderable abatement, which may 


be ſometimes as much as the Maker ex- 
pected to have got by the making of it: 
and ſo the Factoridge, expences in Town, 
and travelling Charges, and perhaps the 
carriage of the goods to London, is all 


loſt. But this is not all the misfortune. 


of an Ignorant Clothier. Oftentimes half 
the Yarn of which theſe Cloths are made 


is bought upon Credir, and the Yarn Man' 


expects to be yard upon the Sale of 
the Cloth; and if he fails in his Payments, 
he will either give no further Credit, or 
ſupply him with bad Goods. 


One would think that the People of En- 


gland, ſhould be ſo tender of the Woal- 
len Manufactury, the ſtanding Treaſure of 
the Nation, as to make effectual praviſio- 
nal cautions againſt the making or vend- 
ing of bad Cloth. Twas but a few Years 
ſince that the ſending of ſuch trumpery 
of Cloth made in the North, &c. to Tur- 


key, was like to have brought a laſting 


infamy upon our Engliſh Woollen Many- 
factures. I — the Merchants Trä- 


ding to Aleppo, Smyrna and Conſtantinopie, 


re now ſenſible that the Twrks can di- 


ſtinguiſh 


686) 
ſtinguiſn Cloth, and will not buy ſuch as 
was then ſent. I remember very well 
that at that time, and for two years after, 
great quantities of our beſt made white 
Gloths of Glouceſterſhire, were bought up 
by Dutch Merchants and their Factors or 
Correſpondents, who were. very curious 
and exact in having them warranted, for- 
ty Yards in the water, and to have 'em 
full of Wool and cloſe wove. This Cloth 
was thereupon convey'd to Holland, 31 
theredy'd into proper colours, and drels'd 
cheaper than it could have been here, 
by vertue of the drawback upon dying 
Wares, and other occaſional circumſtances. 
This done, the Dutch Merchants fixed a 
Seal with an impreſſion of the words up- 
on it Dutch made, and ſent it to Turkey, 
as Dutch made Cloth. The Twrks find- 
ing it much better Cloth than a great part 
of what was brought em by the Engliſi, 
gave the Dutch the applauſe of ſelling much 
the better Cloth; and ſo that crafty Na- 
tion ſcrew'd themſelves into a beneficial 
Credit and Reputation upon the real pro- 
duct and Manufacture of England; all which 
affected the Engliſh Factory in a very ſen- 
ſible manner, till it was happily diſcore- 
red to be Exaliſh Cloth, by ſome Cloth 
Tent ſoon after from England, which hap: 
pening to be made by the ſame Clothier, 
bore the ſame mark of the Name, and ſo 
laid open the cheat. | | 4 
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Baut to paſs from what relates immedi- 

ately to the make of the Cloth, let's now 

take a ſhort view of the abuſes committed 

by our Traders in the Woollen Manu- 
factury in the Sale of Cloth; in order to 

which 'twill not be improper to conſider 
in the firſt place, the Origin, Deſign, Con- 

veniency and Conſtitution of that renown- 
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ed Market of Blaclwel- Hlall ! 
Blackwel- Hall conſiſts of commodious 
Store-Honſes and different Appartments, 
for the lodging or harbouring of Cloth 
and other Woollen Commodities, brought 
from the ſeveral Counties of — 
there ſold either by the Maker himfſelf'or 
by his Factor: So that tis reckoned with- 
out vanity or oſtentation, the moſt noted 


Market for Cloth in all the World. To ij 


this Place or Market, do Merchants, Wool- 


len-drapers, and other Traders in Clotm 2 


reſort on the Market days, to furniſh-them: flier! 
ſelves with what Woollen Goods they want. ] 
The Market-days are IEursday, Friday 9 


and part of Saturday; the hours are from 
Eight a Clock in the Morning, to Eleven 
before Noon, and from TWo in the Af- 
ternoon to Four. But on Thursday Morn- 
ing is the chief Market time, for then the 
Waggoners and Carriers from the ſeveral 
Countjes bring in the Cloth. The open- 
ing of the Market is notified by the Ring- 
ing of a Bell, and ſo is the concluſion of 
it, In this Market there's a duty of one 
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Penny-ypon each Cloth, called the pitching | W 
Penny, paid by the Clothier or his Factor; w 
and one Half peny per Cloth each Week, | to 


for lodging in the Hall. The fame du- All 

ties are Jaid proportionably upon Serges Fe 

and other Woollen Wares. They are re- ot 
ceived by Clerks appointed by the Gover- | th 
nours of Chriſt Church Hoſpital in Lon- | V 

don, to whom the Foundation belongs; re 

and amount to ſome Hundreds of Pounds th 

per Aunum, being appropriated to the Chil- M 

dren of that Hoſpital. The Hall being ch 
Subject to the Governours of Chriſt-Church an 
Hoſpital, they call, when occaſion requires, gr 

a ſelect Committee, to hear and determine cti 

any Matters of Complaint or Controverſy te 
relating to their Officers, and the admit- co 

ting of Factors into appartments, &c. And me 

upon chooſing Officers, they call a Gene- fo 

ral Court, admitting none but ſuch as are thi 

.  Freemen of London to be Clerks and Ma- mẽ 
ſter | Porters of the reſpective appart- | is 
| OT nos 77 0 
Such is the Conſtitution and deſign of the 

tbis Famous Market: And purſuant to the plz 

ſaid deſign, the Clothiers ſent or brought ſes 

their Cloth to Hlactwel Hall, and there pre 

ſold it themſelves, or left it with their Sal 
reſpective Factors, who are Eſtabliſh'd there | dil 

in an appartment or ſtanding for the acco- the 
modation of the Cloth in the ſelling it, cio 

or laying of it up. And ſuch Factors pre 


advis'd the Clothiers from time to time | wo 
| | 5 what 
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what ſortments are proper to be made, and 


whenis a convenient time for them to come 


to Londen; for which ſervice the Factor is 


allow'd FaQtoridge for the Cloth ſold. 


Formerly, our Merchants in general, and 
others reſorted to Blackwel Hall to furniſh 
themſelves with Cloth, Stuffs, and other 


Woollen Commodities: Such, I ſay, was the 


regular practice of Former times : But now 
the caſe is altered, the Conſtitution of the 
Market is broke and neglected, few Mer- 


chants reſort to it, and Cloth is fold up 
and down in holes and corners, to the 


ans detriment of the whole Manufa- 
_ Etury; whereby the Buyers have been coun- 
tenanced in taking exorbitant Meaſure in 
compariſon of what was allow'd in for- 
mer days, as well as making abatements 


for pretended faults; and further, the Clo-. - 


thier is put to great charge as well as da- 


mage, by having more Cloth ſent out than 


is bargained for, by its. being opened and 
| defaced, and when the, beſt are cull'd out, 
the reſt returned withagphuſt cauſe of com- 


plaiat, whereby the Clothier not only lo- 


ſes his Market, but is at great charge in 
preſling and folding the ſame up again for 
Sale, The ſpring of this confuſion and 
_ diſorder is by the Clothiers thrown upon 
_ the increaſe of Factors or rather ſuch as offi- 
cioufly intrude into that Employment, whoſe 
precipitancy and unacquaintedneſs with the 
wonted methods of Trade, has indeed * 


the occaſion of irreparable loſſes to the 
© ©” PROPOSAL vn. 
That a ſmall alteration be made in a 
Clauſe of the Act of Parliament made in 
the fourteenth Year of the Reign of King 


Charles II. prohibiting the carrying of 


Wool but at certain Hours; viz. from the 
firſt of March to the 29th of September, be- 
tween the hours of 4 in the Morning and 


8 in the Evening, and from the 29th of 


September to the rſt. of March, between 
the Hours of 7 in the Morning, and Five 
in the Evening; under penalty of forfeit- 
ing the Wool fo carried, one Moiety where- 
of goes to the King or Queen, and the o- 
ther to the Informer and Proſecutoer. 
It being highly neceſſary that the com- 
mon Carriers and Waggoners ſhould keep 
their reſpective and. wonted Stages; and 
conſidering that by the badneſs of the Roads, 


and the ſhortneſs' r the days in the win- 


ter ſeaſon, they are under a neceſſity of 
Travelling earlier and later than the hours 
limited - in the faid AR, for that other- 


wiſe they could not perform their reſpe- 
ctive Stages; conſidering I ſay, that if they 


were confin'd to Travel within ſuch hours, 
the known and uſual periods of Markets 
would be confounded, by reaſon of the 
Coods not coming in at the appointed 
| en, 


„„ . 
times, and not only ſo, but the Price an 
Carriage of the Goods would be raiſed in 
courſe; for the Colcheſter Carrier, for In- 
ſtance, comes in on Thursday Night, and 


with much a do gets home late on Satur- 


day Night, which he could not do if li- 
mited to the abovementioned hours, and ſo 
Sunday coming he would be obliged to 

lye by the way two Nights and a Day 
more than he us d to do, which can't come 
to leſs than an equivalent to a third part 

more for Carriage. 1 
Upon theſe conſiderations, (I ſay) it 
were to be wiſh'd, that the Clauſe above- 
mentioned, were either taken away,or made 

to extend only to ſuch as are not com- 
mon Carriers and live in Maritim Coun- 
ties. By common Carriers I mean ſuch 
as Travel conſtantly from their reſpective 
Counties to London and fo back; who are 
generally Men of Credit, and capable of 
giving ſecurity for their regular Carriage. 
I propoſe accordingly that ſuch common 
Carriers may have power given *em to ſeize 
all Wool found upon Horſes, Carts or o- 
ther Carriage, Travelling at ſuch unſeaſo- 
nable hours, unleſs it be in the hands of 
_ conſtant Carriers of the ſame condition 
with themſelves; and that the Carriers 
thus priviledg'd to Travel at ſuch hours, 
ſhould ſtand obliged once every Year to 
give Bond to the Queen, with a Penalty 
of---- -------Hundred Pounds not to have 


5 „„ 
any hand directly or indirectly in promoting 
the Exportation of Wool, or conveying 
— towards the Sea - ſide, upon clandeſtine 
„ No [ am ſpeaking,of Carriers Pl beg leave 
to take notice of a piece of Injuſtice often- 
times put upon em in the way of the 
Woollen-Maaufa®tury; ; ſome Mercenary 
And unreaſonable Men, give em Parcels 
that are more in weight than is uſual and 
cuſtomary for them to be, and yet ſtand 
upon the old Foot as to carriage ö 
For Inſtance a Pack of Wool that is od 
ought. to be but Twelvefcore, is oftentimes 
Thirteen, Fourteen or Fifteenſcore. 
Worceſter whites that were formerly made 
36 Yards, do now make 46. 
4 Glouceſter Reds and Whites, formerly 42 
| > Yards now. made 48. 
Bockin - bayes which made formerly 
— wp Flemiſh Elks do now make an hun- — 
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Welſh Cottons which formerly made 32 
Soads, do now make 52. 

pennyſtones formerly 38 Pounds now 58. 

Kerſeys advanced both in the length 
and. breadtin. 

N. P. In theſe the Dyer, Packer and 
Drawer are much injured, being paid no 
more for their Labour than formerly. 

*Tis true ſome Carriers may be appri- 
ſed of the difference, and make their bargain 


accordingly; yet others may not: for tis 
uſnal 


C93 ) 
uſual to agree for Cloth, at ſomuch a 
Cloth or the like, „ 
But as for Wool eſpecially, twere 
be wiſh'd, that a Law were made requi- 
ring the exact weight to be always Mark d 
on the- Pack Cloth. 

"Theſe Propoſals I humbly offer to the 
Conſideration of thoſe who fit at the Helm 
of Affairs; hoping at leaſt, that if the 
Propoſals be rejected ſome more effectual 
way will be fallen upon for reſcuing our 
Trade out of the Hands of Foreigners, and 
ſecuring to our Nation the native Riches 
of England. 
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